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THE 

PREFACE. 

^AD not the Author cfthe Country 
Par fori i Plea againjlthe Quakers 
Tythe-Bill, (after a Jhort Supple- 
mental Replication to it nvaspub- 
lijbed, directing to j'ome Pages, as a ready 
Method to compare them) publijhed another 
ImpreJJion ; thereby contriving the Pages in 
Jucb Order, or rather Dijbrder, as it could 
not Jo readily be compared, meerly to puzzle 
the Reader, and .avoid Detection : 

I Jay, had not this been the Cafe, I be- 
lieve IJhould not have publijhed any further 
Anfwer to it : But having cajl my Eye over 
thejecond ImpreJJion, which cajually fell into 
my Hands, and perceiving the Alterations, as ■ 
•well in placing the Pages, as in numbering 
the Contents-, 

I put on a Rejblution to write and publifh 

the following Anfmer ; wherein the Pages of 

both Imprejjiom are directed to on the Margin, 

that the Prieft may be taken in his own Craft. 

A 2 And 
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And \ as I defire^ that every one y who per* 
ufeth it, whether he be learned or unlearned, 
may j without puzzle, under/land the true 
Ijitent and Meaning of the Arguments there- 
in contained, I have formed it in an eafy 
$tile ; preferring the general Good of Man- 
kind in a Stile that All may under/land, to 
that which the Learned only can under ftandi 
For when the Stile is above the Coinprebln* 
Jbns of the Unlearned, the Learned only are 
informed ; but the S(ile being plain andfuit- 
able to the Capacities of the Unlearned, the 
Learned alfo will understand it. And in this 
tnethod the End of my Jjabour is the moft 
likely to be anjwered ; which is, that the 
JZyes of all People may be clearly opened, by 
fhejweet Influence of GofpeULight \ the People 
yvillthen, but not till then^fee the Deceit and 
evil tendency of Prieft-craft, ^nd judge for 
themfelves, who are^ and who are not, Mi- 
ni for s of the Gofpel of Chrijl.— r- And whether 
(i Hireling Afiniftry may not be fitly compa- 
red to p Standing Army, kept in pay, to keep 
the People in Ignorance, judge ye? 

And as the tneanefl plain Qountryman's 
goul if of as much werth, in the fight of God, - 
(is the wifeft and mofi learned Clergyman^, 
it tijfit hejhoujdjee and learn bow jar B? is 
impofed on by the Clergy. ( 

It is likewife fit, that all Chriflians Jhould 
flaim and leek after a Go/pel Minijlry ; even 
fitch as Chrift promijed, and by the holy 
Script ureSi hath defer ibed^ and ih yt they \ as 
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&/*£ /& Flock of Chrijl, fhould bewate 
of faWe Prophets, which come to them in Mat ' * * 
Sheeps Cloathing, but inwardly ire raven- **' ' 
ing Wolves. 

- When 1 had almojljinijhed my Manufcript, 
in Anfjwer to the Par/on s Plea, I met with 
a f mall Book, jujl published, under the Title , 
of I An Anfwer to the Country Parfon's Pie* 
again ft the Quakers TytheJBilL In a Let* 
ter to the R. R. Author. By a Member of 
the Houfe of Commons. 

I then laid down my Pen, and read it over 
with great Satisfadlion, and, with a thank- v 
ful Heart, judging of the Performance, at 
the Fruits of fame infpired and noble Soul, «• 
who y at. a time moftfit and feafonakle y hath put. 
his honourable Hand frankly to th? Plow of 
Chrijlian Liberty, all his Arguments carry 
in thfm Force of Reafon, pure, unmix t Phi* 
hfophy, Prudence and Learnings and greatly 
tend to the Promotion of GofpeUhiberty ; 
which, as Words fitly fpoken, are like Ap- Pro 
pies of Gold in Pictures of Silver. lu ' 

It is not within the Reach of my Capacity ; 
nor in the Power of my Pen, to ajcribe (in 
proper words) the Praife and Ihtinks thafs 
juftly due to the Honourable Author, 

lVday his Memory be blefied, when the Pro?, x. 7. 
Name of the Country Parfon, I mean the 
wicked, fhall rot-r— 

/ then bad great Reafonit&s in my mind* 
whether IJhould proceed with this Work un- 
tier diytrs Confideratiqr^ 

Firft, 
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Firft, In regard the Parfiris Plea war 
fully anfwered, as to what related to the 
Laws Mid Cuftoms tf Tytbing in Great 
Britain. 

Secondly, hi that all the Country Par- 
fans frivolous Obj eft ions, Ftars andAppre- 
ben/tons were confuted. 

r Thirdly, and Laftly, I prefumed, that 

the Eyes of every impartial Reader mujl needs 

(by the Rea/ons therein contained) he opened f 

Jo far as to give their free Con/ent to tbepaf 

fng tf the Bill now depending. 

* • 

But mtmth/landing thofe Reafonings, I 
found my mind Jo far influenced by the Spirit 
of the Marty rs, towards Gojpel-Liberty, that 
1 could noty with Eafe and Freedom, abandon 
the Work which I had almoft Jinijhed \ in re- 
gard it principally tendeth to contra-diftin- 
guijh the Cbrijtian from the Antichrtflian 
Minifiry ■■■■ » » And being on a Turn of my 
Noughts the more encouraged^ that the [aid 
Arfwer appeared to the World as a Fore- 
runner, to pave the Way for my weak and 
plain Performance; — — — - J therefore pro* 
ceeded, and do • earnejlly wijh for a Gofpel- 
minijlry, i.e. a free Miniftry, as the greatest 
Good (netft to the immediate springing of the 
Love of God through Chrifl^ the true Light \ 
in every Maris Confcience) that can happen 
to the Churches tf Chrifl every where.~And 
thersfore^ 

x 



(vii) 

/ recommend the courteous Reader tobtML t< 
careful for nothing; but in every thing** 7 * 
by Prayer and Supplication with Thankf- 
giving, let your Requeft be made known 
tmto God. — And the Peace of God, 
which pafleth all Underftanding, fhall 
keep your Hearts and Minds through 
ChriA Jefij*. 
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!o Page 7. I. 20. flr wt read pu . P. 16. 1. 4. fi* 
*688j> L *ead 1691c I. I y.fir 6;jooo I. lead !Jf.j2oA 
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CA*/tftr read aV f^/r, K 51. 1. iz.fir intbejtrfi read 
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A FULL 



ANSWER 



The Country Parfon's Plea againft 
the Quakers Tythe-Bill. 



|N perilling thy Papers and 

I Pica, I have obferved fbme 

jl Errors and Inconfiftcnccs con- 

| tained in them % but as I equally 

j defpife Error and Criticifm, 

1 would not be deemed a Cri- 

tick, in beginning my Anfwer with fbmc 

Remarks on thy ill-guided Pen. 

Thou ftiould have considered what thou 
was about, and to whom thou addreffed 
thy Plea, 

B Thy 



'( :» ) . 

Thy Title-Pages differ and contradid 
each other. In one thou fays, " Tapers 
« re tating fotbt :g$*k#fTJthe~BiU.* 

In another, u Remarks upon a Bill now 
*' depending in Parliament $ to enlarge, a- 
u mend, and render more effectual, the 
« Laws now in bein&fbt the nor* eafy 
" Recovery of ¥7thes,dtofcd -Rates, arid 
" Oblations, and other Ecclefiaftical*Dues 
" from the Teople called Quakers? 

— And in a third, The Country Tarfon's 
^lea againfi the Quakers Bill for Tythes, 
&c. 

If the firft and third be true, the fecond 
is not fo i but if the fecond be true, as I 
prefumc it is, then in courfe the firft and 
third mud be falfe : and does thou imagine, 
the World is fo blind that they can* 
not fee thofe Errors? or {f thoitwill have k 
in milder Terms, thou m4y ft call them Mis- 
takes. I frequently read the Votes, and 
converfe with Gentlemen, who have as 
jood Intelligence as either thee or me, but 
I cannot learn that there is any Bill de- 
pending in either Houfes of Parliament, 
bearing thy firft or third Titl<*. We arc 
all fenftble the Quakers are principled a- 
gainft paying oc receiving Tithes, and it's 
very unlikely they fhould deitre & Bill for 
Ty thes ) But I fupppfe thou meaoft their Bill 
againft Tythes, or vexatious Suits on ao 
count of Tythes.— ^-Pray cemftder the Dif- 
ference that thofe two Words (far and 

againfi) 
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agtfo/t) make. Them "haft taken Extract* 
-from fivfc 6f the Quakers Yearly Mecting- 
Epiftles, which Iobferve to be pretty much 
to the fame Effeft, on which thou haft 
'made feveral Remarks: particularly bn 
'- their - Epiftlfc 173 3, in the eighth Page, P. 8. \fi 
where thou fays, Cf Thofe PaflEagJe (peak aSp*- %i 
** plainly for themfclves, as any 'body tin imp/ 
€€ fpeak for them/' If that be fo, pray 9 
why does thou fpeak for them, and at the 
fame time tell us what they mepn, in 
other Words than are to be found in the 
Epiftles thou mentions i * The Words in 
the Epiftle 1 7 3 3 , ' are, u • We do therefore 
a earneftly exhort a elofe coming up in^ ^ 
Cf that, and every other Branch of our p. 9. id 
« Teftimony, tending to the Promotion of Im P* 
« Gofpel-Liberty, &c?' And (hall you, 
who profefs 1 to be Minifters of theGofpel, ; 
be difpieafed with the Quakers, for ex- 
* honing their Adherents to Gofpel-Liberty f 
God forbid > ' * ■■■ 

I lately had fomc Converfation with a 
Quaker, who' is well-skili'd in their Prin- 
ciples and the Difcipline of their Yearly- 
Meetings, the Nature and Tendency of 
their, Yearly Epiftles : and before wc parted, 
he gave mc one of them ; which, on view- 
ing, I find is one of them from which thou 
took thy Extra&s. He feemed to think 
it hard, that any body fhould publifh Ex- 
tra&s from their Epiftles $ but faid, none 
of them would be diiTatkfied if all their 

B 2 Epiftles, 



(.4) 

Epiftles, or any one of thenar were pul?- 
lilh'd : and therefore I have to this annexed 
it at large. 

1 de fired to know their Re^fons for re- 
futing to pay Tythes, and he very rcadijy 
faidit vtasnotin Contempt, but meerly fpr 
Confcicrxce fake : he quoted fevcral Scrip- 
tures to fupport their Scruples, and the 
Do&rine of a free Miniftry, which are as 
fpllowcth. 
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Matt. x. <« When Chrift fent forth his twelve 

*• " Difciples to preach the Gofpel, he faid 

." unto them, Freely you* have receiv'd, 

" freely give." Therefore . he faid, they 

could neither pay Tythes nor receive them. 

« Cor. xj. t " The Apoftle Taul faid. He preached 

7- 4 « the Gofpel of God freely. 

Rom.iii.^ " Being jujtified freely by his Grace $ 

H- ' " through the Redemption that is in Je- 

;« fm Chrift. 
Rom. viii. " He that /pared not his own Son, but 
32- « deliver d him up for us ally how {ball he 
« not with him alfo freely give us all 
\« things?" (In this, he faid, the Miniftry 
is included.) 
i Cor. U- " Now we have received not the Spirit 
12. " of the World, but the Spirit which is 
of God ; that we might know the things 
that are freely given to us of God." (To 
this he faid, they did not denre to know 
any thing that was not freely given to 
them of God. ) 

When 
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u When Simon offer'd Money to thcA&^n- 
« Apoftjes for the Gift of working Mi**- ,l9 ' to - 
cc cles, *Peter faid unto him, Thy Money 

ferijb with thee, becaufe thou hafi 

thought that the Gift of <*od may be 

purchafed with Money, &c. 

" Ho, every one thdtthirfteth, comeyeV**kb. 
u to the Waters ; and he that hath no Mo- l$ ** 

ney, come ye, buy and eat : yea, come buy . 

TPine and Milk without Money, and 
" without *Price. Wherefore do yefpend 
" Money for that which is not Breads and 
<f your Labour for that which fatisfieth 
" not ? &c 

lam Alpha and Omega, the Begin- Re*, xxi 

rting and the End; I will give unto** 
" him that is d-thirft, of the Fountain 

of the Water of Life freely. 

u Let him that is a-thirft come\ and***.xxu. 

whofoever will, let him take the JVor* 1 ' 

ter of Life freely . \ 
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Thcfc, and many more Scriptures, he 
quoted j to which (for my further Satis- 
faftion) I pleaded the Right of the Prieft- 
hood in the Tribe of Levi, and many 
other Arguments, in defence of your Dues: 
,but he foon check'd my Mofaical Plea, 
by urging the fixth and feventh Articles 
of your Religion 5 which are as folio weth. 
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! The Siith A k.x kJle. 

£yV&* Sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures 
■ for Salvation. 

6 Article. " Holy Scripture coutaineth all things 

" neceffary to Salvation s fo.that whatfo- 

<c eve$ is, not read therein, nor may; be 

" proved thereby, is not to be required qf 

<c any Man, that it (hoiild be believecj.as qn 

u Article of faith* or be thought irequifitp 

u pr neceffary to Salvation. In the name 

,cc . of the Hply Scriptures^ we doqnderiJand 

»" thofc. Canonical Books of the! Old >nd 

a New Teftament, of Whofe Authority 

4< was never any Doubt in the ; _Church.*.AIl 

• i : a the Books in the New Teftament as they 

u are commonly received, . we do feceivp 

u and account them Canonical. , 

• *. 

> . The Seventh Art i-c l e./\ 
Of the Old Teftament. 

7 Article " Thc ° ld Teftament is not cotftraty to 

' ! c < the fctfew, for both in thc Old and New 
t( Teftament everlafting Life is offered to 
*< Mankind by Chrift, who is the. only Mc- 
, <c diator between God and Man, being 
iC both God and Man ; wherefore ihky are 
f< not to be heard, which feign th^t thp 
«< old Fathers did look only for trarifitory 
" Promifcs. Altho' the Law given jxoch 
€€ God by MoJeSy as touching Ceremonies 
" and Rites, do not bind Chriftian Men, 
" nor the civil Precepts thereof ought of 
" neceffity to be received in any Com- 

* monwealth: 
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^mon wealth: Yet notfoirhftariding, no 
" cbriftian Man whatfoever is free from 
ff the Obedience of the Commandments 
if which are called MoraL \ 

From the 6th he pleaded a Privilege » 
rejed all niatters relating to Faith and Prin- 
ciple not contained in the Holy Scriptures! 
and the Quakers do not allow the Pay- 
ment of Tythes as.any part, of their Faith 
and Principles t*-r And, 
- From the 7th he alledged that they, 4* 
Chriftians, were juftificd agaitift any Ober 
dience or Conformity to the Ceremonies 
and Rites of the Mofaical 7 Lmt.A but he 
fclaimed no Freddom from the Obedience 
of the Commandments which are called 
Moral. And you irwft allow, the Payment 
of Tythes wasaccrcmonialRiitc; and if you 
were confined to the bare Guftom of that 
Law only, we ftiould have bnt a tenth part 
of the Tenths, with the firft ri^c Fruits, at 
the Owner's Ddfcrction. And fince.thc 
Parliament is the ftrongeft Authority yon 
can plead in defence of your Tythes, I 
think it very im politic k in you to feem un» 
eafy at their granting the Quakers a fmatt 
matter of Eaie, when in the main it is your 
own Intereft, and will fave Money in your 
Pockets. 

As to what thou fays, of their fuppofing p. thl ^ 

that the more tedious and expenfive Me- 10 Atf- 
« tbod has been and will be made choice ii/^f 1 

of f out of Ilk Wili ? Malice or Revenge, 

is 
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"* is a heavy Imputation, and it isntt 
* more than common Juftice that the 
** Clergy fhould have an Opportunity to 
<c vindicate themfelvcs from fo foul a 
** Charge^ &c. 

- 1 confefs it is fit you fhould, but I hum* 
bly conceive you have taken a very wrong 
Methods it is a weak thing in you, or 
your Advifers, to confefs the Imputation 
heavy, and the Charge foul ; when at the 
•fame time yoA argue and plead againftthe 
jttfling of a Bill to prevent your doing that 
whereof ybu arc aftiamed, and in great 
ancafure deny'd. But if you would clear 
yourfelves of this heavy Imputation, and 
foul Charge, retrotraft thofe Pamphlets, 
withdraw your Petitions in Parliament, 
and offer an humble Addrefs in exchange 
for them ; returning Thanks to the Ho* 
nourabte Houfe of Commons, for the Fa- 
vour they -do you in providing an eafy way 
4G recover your .Dues ; I .am .well aflur'd 
709 will get more Credit by this Method* 
than by yours. Then will the People's 
•Eyes bciopened,; and fee that your Views 
are more towards Peace and Good-will, 
than expensive and vexatious Suits againft 
the poor, Quakers : . and it will tend more 
to your own Reputation, and the Comfort 
of your Bamilies. 
p. 31: ijf. *' Thou, allows that every wife Clergy- 

p"t8^ 2d. " inani *° c *"* owl! ^ LCf an< * evtt y 8°°^ 

imp. ' " .<* Clergyman in companion to his Neigh- 

* bout 
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* hour the Quaker^ will take the eafy and 
* € cheap Method prefcribed by the Ads of 
€t the feventhand eighth of King William^ 
t€ for the recovery of his Dues. 

In this thou feems to have forgot thy* 
felf; if every wife and good Clergyman 
will take the eafieft Method, he muft 
confequentiy be afooliftl and bad Clergy- 
man who takes the moft vexatious Method, 

Doft thou think it reafonable that fo ma- 
ny wife and good Clergymen fhould render 
themfelves inconfiftent and contrary to 
their Profeflion, merely to fatisfy a few 
foolifh and bad Clegymen j who wou'd 
run the hazard of fpending 50/. in a vex* 
atious Suit againft his Neighbour the Qua- 
ker, on a Demand of half a Crown or live 
Shillings, under pretence of curing hi* 
Blindnefs by force? (God forbid.) No, 
no, if thou wou'd be ferviceable in open* 
ing the Quaker's Eyes, thou muft do it in 
more mild and gentle Terms : Let the Spi- 
rit of Love, Meeknefs, and Reconciliation, 
take places inform their Judgments by 
plain Reafoning and good Example. You 
fhou'd take fpecial Care that you give them 
no caufe to think the Leaven of the Pha- 
rifces, which is Hypogrify, and the Lea* 
ven of Herod, which is Envy, fpoken of 
by our Lord in the New Teftament j or the 
old Leaven of Malice and Wickednefs, 
fpoken of by the Apoftle Taul in 1 Cor. 

C 5. 
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\. 8. have, more effeft upon you. than the 
Leaven of the Kingdom of Hfcaven, which 
is the Love of God. If this Leaven work 
moft upon your Minds, you will not be 
fo apt to fall out with your Neighbours. 
(Force andViolencecannot cureBlindnefs.) 
As no Man hath created himfelf, he 
cannot give himfelf Faculties of Faith and 
Reafon, which is the Gift of G6d,and not 
the Will of Man : Whilft a Man is gui- 
ded by his own Will, he lofeth his Faith 
and Reafon too. 
p. 31. ift « Thou likewife fays(in the fame Page,) 
£"38. zd a What has the Churchman done, that he 
imp. cc fhouldbe leftfubjeH to Trofecutions and 
. a Hardfbips at Law 5 from which it is 
thought reafonable to relieve the (Qua- 
kers ? And thou fays, Thou had much 
a rather lofe thy Tythe, than thy Tythe 
. « and thy ^People too. 

By this Paragraph thou feems to be too 
Warm, and haft betrayed great Weaknefs. 
Thou allows it is a Hardftiip even upon your 
, own Adherents, to be Jeftfubjeft to your 
Profecutions, &c. If then it be fo upon 
them who conftantly come to Church, be- 
lieve as the Church believes, and who 
partake of the Fruits of your Studies and 
Do&rinc 5 is it not much more fo on the 
Quakers, who receive no benefit by your 
Miniftry? And if you would rather lofe 
your Tythe than want Power to fpend ten 
times the value of it in punifhing the Qua- 
kers, 
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iers, I muft confefs it's high time to take 
that Power from you; and if you art con- 
tent with the Choice thou hints at, I be- 
lieve no body will quarrel with you about ir. 

As to the reft of thy Remarks and Argu- 
ments, I fhall fay little tothemj at prcfent 
we know the Quakers are equally princi- 
pled againft fctting out Tythes as in pay- 
ing them, and your Apprehenfion of lofing 
them in cafe they do not fet them our, is 
altogether groundlefs, or at leaft may eafi- 
ly be provided againft by inferting aClaufe 
in the Bill, to permit the Parfon or his De- 
puties to enter into the Corn-fields and fet 
out their own Tythes by Lot as they fall 
out, beginning at one Side or Corner of 
the Field or Ground* and to carry the fame 
away without being charged withTrefpafs 
for fo doing : This to me feems to be an ef- 
fectual Cure againft all all yourApprehen~ 
ilons. . ! 

Pray do not covet unre^fonabje things, 
left that which is more reafonablc be taken 
from you. You know very well it is by 
Law you receive Tythes, and if you pro- 
voke the Parliament, they may take that 
Power and Indulgence from you, they gave 
them to you* and they can take them from 
you. 

As to the SnoW-ball thou haft thrown at P. **> *fl 
the Quaker^ touching a broad Hat andfhort p^ 2g ^ 
Cravat, thou had better have kept that in imp. 
thy own Pocket : That way of Reafoning 

Cz is 
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is too ridiculous for Men of ypur Fun&ioci. 
I confefs the Quakers are fome what lingu- 
lar in their Habits, but not fo much fo,. as 
you yourfelves are ; and particularly in the 
Hat and Band. The Hat, you know, is 
full as broad, and the Band is much (hotter 
than their Cravats. 

Let your Arguments be found andortho* 
dox 9 and your Reafoning free from Gall 
and Bitternefs. 

Do you not plainly fee by the annexed E- 
piftle, that the Quakers recommend Jufticc 
to their Brethren in general and in particu- 
lar j that they keep clear from defrauding 
the King in any Branch of his Revenues? 
And when you can convince them, or in- 
form their Judgments from any Proofs con- 
tained in the Old or New Teftamcnt, that 
their Confidences are bound under a Got 
pel Difpcnfation to pay Tythe, I am apt to 
believe they will then take the fame care to 
recommend it to their Friends, as they now 
do, in relation to the King's Revenue. 

I do not underftand, that the Quakers 
jrcfift you or your Deputies in taking your 
Ty thps, by Warrants of Diftreft ; neither 
do I find that any of you lofe your Ty thes, 
for want of taking them: You may indeed 
lofe them, by asking for tbtm only : If 
this be the Cafe (as your own Arguments 
allow) the difference remains only between 
taking and asking 5 and how wftly may 
y$u yowrfeircs jnend it i 

The 
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The <3jjjakcrs\(if I be rightljr inform'd) 
' do hold the Do&rine of Non-raift*nceaqd 
Paflive Obedience 5 and we way judge 
from the annexed Epiftle, that it hey readily 
comply in an adual Obedience to the King, 
in paying him his Dues, &c. 

But to the Laws which give Ty thes (con- 
trary to their Confidences) they yield a 
Paffive Obedience only j and what caa 
you, in reafon, expert more from them? I 
wifli you could Jearn to be content, and 
confult your own Intereft on reasonable 
terms, and do as you would be done unto. 
It would be more becoming Men of 
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your Function, to behave. youjrfelves more 
courteoufly towards the Quakers than mar 
ny of you do. 

You may learn , fomething from their 
Method of Church-Difcipline, (if you are 
not too wife for Inftru&ion.) You fee with 
what Zeal and good Order they have com- 
pofed and placed the annexed Epiftle under 
twelve general Heads. 

i. A Salutation to their Brethren* 

2. State of the Meeting. 

3. Profperity of Truth. 

4, Accounts of Sufferings, 

5, Advice concerning Tythes, 

6, Concerning the Education of Chil- 
dren, 

7. Concerning Chriftian Pra&ice. 

9. Concerning the Pifcipline of the 

p, Advice 
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9. Advice relating rp the King's Revenue. 
i o. Exhortation to Juftice. 
ii. To be diligent in Meetings. 

■ 12. And laftly, the Conclufion. 

• • • 

p, 37 . ijf Thou fays; cl The Quakers Accounts 
imp. « ftcw, not how much they have fufferM, 

l»t* Z " ^ ut '°f how muc h ^ c y would have de- 
€i frauded' the Parfon and the *Parifli 

* 

" and that the Perfon, who is forced ro 

" go to Law for his own, is the Sufferer, 

|C arid not the Perfon who is forced to 

4i pay but what he ought to pay/* 

AnfWcr. * Let me modeftly ask, how came the 

Labourer's Goods to be the Idler's own ? 

Hath he paid Rctufofrthe Land on which 

his Corn growefflIF Does he pay for 

Seed arid Tillage ? No, no 5 that docs not 

anfwer his End i he would take all, and 

give nothing.—— He takes Tythe of the 

Seed with which the Farmer fows his 

Ground ; ♦altho*, by JL*W and common 

Senfe, he (hould take but a Tenth of the 

Increafe, and not a Tenth of the Seed 

with which the Grourid is fowed 5 he 

fhould leave (untythed every Year) Corn 

fufficient to fow the Ground fortne'riext 

Year's Growth; 4 But this he does not do ; 

and therefore he takes : not only the Tenth 

of the Farmer's All every Year, but all his 

Stock every ''tenth Year! This differs far 

from the Jewifb Law, ; which allowed the 

Priefts but a tenth Part of the Tythe, with 

'• ' ^ the 
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the fit/* ripe Fruits, to what quantity the 
Owner pleafed, and feme of her fowll Pcr- 
quiittes. ■ Neither did the'Pnefts re- 

ceive any Tythes of the People 5 but the 
Levites received them, (in regard they 
were to have no other Inheritance among 
the Children of Ifrael) and gave to the 
Priefts their Allowance 5 and the reft was 
for the Levites, who did the common 
Service of the Tabernacle, for the Stran- 
gers, for the Fatherlefs and the Widows. 
— — But as to the reft of the Levitical 
Cuftoms, with a more particular Account 
of Tythes, than is convenient to be men- 
tioned here, I refer to the great Cafe of 
Tythes, wrote by Anthony *Pearfon. 
Printed and fold at the Bible in George- 
yard) Lombard-Jireety London. 

Thou fays, " It is to be hoped, that the P. 14. 1/ 
cc Legiflature will not deprive the Clergy £■*• 
of any Remedy, which the Laws of the imp. ' 
Land have given them, upon a bare 
Surmife of the Quakers, without any 
fuch Specification of Fa£ts, as might 
give an Opportunity to enquire into the 
" Truth of them, and into the Circum- 
€c dances of thofe Suits and Imprifonments, 
" which are made the Subje£t-i»atter of 
*' Complaint/' 

This is not a bare Surmife ; there areAnfwer. 
many Matters of Fads, both by Suits and 
Imprifonments — — ' might be mentioned. 

But 
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Bat I will (at prcfent) content itiyfel* 
with a few; which are as followeth i 

ininft. The Firft lnflance* 

imprif. i. ' Jdrttef *t#ckett 7 in.ftevonfhire, aged a* 
bout 76 Yeats, wh6 hath been blind upwards 
of 20 Years, was profecuted in the Exche- 
quer, by Parfon (£)odge, for a Demand of 
4 /. 16 s. on account of Tythes j and he 
Hot anfwefing, was committed to E%eter 
Goal in May 1730, and continued a Pri- 
foner till January 17$$, being five Years 
and eight Months a clofe Prifoner. 

And about 9 Months after his Commit-* 

Profec. 3.ment, the faid Parfon *Dodge filed ano- 
ther Bill againft him in the Exchequer for 
the fame Demand j to which his two Sons 
and' Daughter were made Parties — • and 
this Suit doth yet continue againft them 

all. Here we plainly fee the Leaven 

of Herod is at work to put an old 

blind Man in Prifon, and foon after to 
profecute his 3 Children, who were (in his 
Abfence) the Support of his Family at 
home, and his own Support in Prifon. 
Whether this be not the Fruits of a perfe- 
cuting Spirit, judge ye. 

2 d inft. The Second Inftance. 

Profec.2. James *P layer* of Tortijbead, and. 
Wtn. TerriSj of Knowle, in the County of 
Somerfety profecuted in the Exchequer, by 
Johif Lovely Clerk, in the* Year 1730, 
tor the following Demands on account' of 
Tythes 

James 



■^ww^ 



( i'7 > 

Jams Tlajer, 

l s. d. 

For the Year 1 728. Ea/lerOKetmgs and fmall ? • ^ 

For the Year 1729^ On the like Demands 224 

For ' ^^ 1 On Demand of GreatTythes 714 o 

In all 12 510 

/ William Terris, ~ 

For ■ ■ ■ . ■ 1728. is *y?^Offerings and fmall } 

Tythcs J * 8 ° 

For ' ■ -■ 1729* On the like Demands 2 19 o 

For ■ 1729. On Demand of GreatTythes 3 16 o , 

For ■' ■ ■ 1730. On the like Demands 440 

In all 1 ,3 7 o 

The (aid Parfon, or Clerk, 

Lovell (in the Year 1735) theL?/v«™ 
took from the faid 'Player for a Demand 

thd following Goods, viz. * l d z ^ 

69 3 lb. Of Wool 5 230 Sheep, to the Value 

73 Lambs; 3 Ewes, and 4 ^ l J££* A 
Oxen j all which he fold for upw 
1 ±0 I. being upwards of 20 /. under th* <£/ 
real Value. And fince this, another Bill 
of Coft* amounting to 55/. and upwards, 
has been delivered to 'the faid'y/*yw; 
fo that he expe&s another Stripping-bout. 
From this finglc Inftance, we may judge 
of the Country Parfon's (ironical) Mean- 
ing, where he fays, " Every wife Clergy- p 3 , ^ 
€< man, ; for his own fake, and every good imp. 
€C Clergyman, in compaffion to his Neigh- ? - & 2d 
<c bour the Quaker, will take theeafyand 
«* cheap Method, prefcribed by the Ads 
* c of the 7th and 8th of King William^ 

C€ for the Recovery of his Dues." 1 

D . hope, 
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\ hope, without Offence, I may take the 

like.Liberty in explaining his Meaning, as 

% he hath done in explaining (or rather put* 

ting Meanings of his own on) the Qua- 
kers Yearly Epiftics. I will firft pre- 

mifc, that Self-lntcreft is his Text, the 
only Point he moft craftily labours to 
maintain. 
»• > Fir/I y He makes a learned Diftin&ion 
between the wife and the good Clergy- 
man ; the wife, he fays, for his own fake, 
will take the cafy and cheap Method, 
(•he means the moft profitable Method, be 
it cheap or dear) but he docs not intend 
the Quaker any Benefit by the cheap Me- 
thod : He takes it all to himfelf, conclu- 
ding, that, by profecuring the Quaker for 
two or three Years in the Exchequer, on 
Demands of 1 2 /. 5 s. 10 d. he may obtain 
^K Judgment, and> under that pretence, take 
*■* from the Quaker to the Value of 140 /. at 
one Pull j when, perhaps, he hath not 
been 5 /. out of Pocket in obtaining Judg- 
ment. The Coft of a Suit cannot be much, 
where no Defence is made 5 and it is well 
known the Quakers do not ftrive or op- 
pofe, but fuffcr patiently the Spoil of 
their Goods, and Imprifonment of their 

Perfons. I'll ftatc the Cafe thus 

/. s. d. 
The *P arfori s jtrjt 'Demands was 1 2 5 1 o 
Add the utmoft of his Coft 50 o 

In all 175 10 

He 
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He takes from the Quaker 140 /. in Goods, 
and fellsthem, or Part of them, for 120/. 
; Take from this the faid full Demands of 
17/- 5 •? • tod. and there will remain to 
balance r'02 /. 14 jr. 2 </. Whereof he hath 
not returned any thing, but has a further 
Demand of 55 / againft the Quaker on 
the fame Account, and only waits his own 
Time and Convenience to ftrip the Qua- 
ker again; ' And what will the Confe- 
quence be ? By the Rule of Proportion,^ 
1 20 /. is to 17 /. 5 s. 10 d. he will, at ttic 
next Prill, take front thd Pafllve Quaker 
370 /. or Tome fuch Sum. 

TheQueftton now is this; Whether in the 
■Country Parfon'sSenfe, this be the wife or 
the good Clergyman ? I make no Scruple to 
anfwerfor him, and allow, in Jiis Senfe* 
that this is the wife Clergyman, and that 
his Profecution againft the Quaker was for 
his own fake ,• /. e. for filthy Lucre-fake, 
to inrtch himfclf by the Pillage and Ruia 
of the Quaker. Is it not therefore high 
Time for the Quakers to ay, yea to cry 
aloud, to the King and Parliament, for 
Pity and Relief, that they may beeafedat 
leaft of fo much of that antichriftian Yoke 
of Tythes, as may put it out of the Power? 
of the wife Clergyman to -commit the 
like Spoil and Ruin for the time to come? 
It is tobc hoped that the Parliament will, 
{not only in conrpaflfion to thepafftve Suf- 
ferers, but alfo in regard to the King's 

D 2 Intereft) 
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Intereft) provide a fpeedy Remedy againft 

this Evil. It is well known* that 

the Quakers (fince they wcr,e a People) 
have ever been as loyal, yea, more loyal, 
Subje&s to our prefent lawful and rightful 
King, and to all his Royal Predeccflbrs, 
than the Clergy. — — Can any one In- 
stance of Treafon or Difloyalty be pro- 
duced againft the Quakers? Does not 
their Loyalty, Love, and Duty to the 
King, fpeak loudly for them in all their 
Yearly Meeting Epiftles ? And why did the 
Country Parfon pick Extra&s out pf five 
of their Epiftles ? "— It was, no dpubt, to 
ferve the Clergy's own evil Turn. ■ 
But before I leave this Point, let me mo- 
dcftly ask them, , What they can fay for 
themfelves in this moft material Point of 

Loyalty ?, Can they think of any, who 

had Canonical Orders, and wore the 
Gown, that mifs'd their way in, this fort? 
I'll ftay my Pen from particular Names, 
(tho* it's more than they would do by the 
Quakers, if they had it in their Power) I 
fhall only defire, they will commemorate 
and look back, to what happened in the 
Beginning of the Reign of our prefent 

King's Royal Father. 

2. Secondly, I am now to confider what 
he means by the <c good Clergyman, who, 
<c in Compaffion to his Neighbour the 
<c Quaker,will take the eafy and cheap Me- 
^ thod." In my opinion, he might to the 

word 



^word Good, have added the words Juft 
and Honeft ; and I make no doubt;, but a 
great many may be found; def<erving>thi$ 
Ghar after. . If it were not -flv without 
doubt, the Quakers, by this: time, would 
not have the common Neceffaries of Life 
left them> I will therefore: prefume, 
that all thole .good, ;uft, and honeft Clerx 
ggjmen, are afhamed of the cruel Oppref- 
fions, which . have been long impofed on 
the Quakers by the wife Clergymen. An 
Inftance of this . kind juft now occurs to 
myj Memory, which: is this : — ■ 
: Being not' long fince in Company with 
oaeof thofegoqd, juft, and honeft Cler- 
gymen, we difcourfing on the Subjefl? 
now before me/ he laid, He would rathe* 
lofohis Tythes, than profecute the Quakers 
for, them 5 ?and that he never did, not 
never would; ptafecute or fue for them; 
in any other way than by the cheap and 
eafy Method prescribed : And alfo, that he 
had a much eaficr and cheap Method in 
getting his Tythes, than that prefcribed, 
by which he faved the Expencc and Trou- 
ble of a Warrant from the Juftices to di- 
ftrain i and his Method is this : He- fends 
a Friend to buy fuch Goods from the Qua- 
kers, as he might have Occafion for, and 
kept in his own Hands, the juft Value of 
his DemandJ, and%ie found no Caufeof 
Uneafinefc* or Quarrel, between him and 
the Quakers, but that they converfc freely- 

and 
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and kindly together. Notf, if this,drtn3r 
other of this ldnd of Clergymen, hadheen 
concerned ia the place of John Love 11 9 
in the Cafe .with. James *P layer before 
mentioned, how eaiily might that Matter 
have been made up in this Method i But 
let me premife one thing in favour of the 
wife Parfori Lev ell \ perhaps he had xio 
more Intcreft among his Neighbours and 
Parifhioncrs, than the Country Parfon, and 
tht reft of the wife Clergymen, have in tlicir 
feveral and refpe&ve Counties at the Electi- 
ons for Members of Parliament, and there* 
fore could not get a Friend to do him that 
Service. But what need I premife any thing 
of this Nature to the wife Clergyman ? H$ 
is not Fool enough to take up with 12 /, 
5 s. 10 d. when he knows, that, by pro* 
fecuting the Quaker in the Exchequer, at 
the matter of j, 4, or 5 Pounds Charges; 
he can put 120 /• in his Pocket ft* t : Be- 
tides, a fubfequent Bill of Coft for 55 /. 
'more, for which he can, at any time, take 
(by the former Rule) 370/. more; which, 
with 1 zo /. he had before, will be 490 h 
And if the good, thejuft, and honeft Cler- 
gyman fhould reprove or admonifh him, 
for this kind of Pra&ice,hc would laugh him 
to Scorn, faying, with a Tufti, Ton art s 
Fool! 
Profec. 2. Grace c Pole f Widow, and hei Son Ed- 
wardTole, of Wiwlfcoinby in the County 
of Somerfety are fued in the Exchequer, 

by 
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by Edward Burton, Vicar, fdr fmall c - 
Tythes, and arc now under Profecution 
for the fame. 

« AliceClark, Widow, Thomas Lamdey, 
and Amey Robin/on, all of Swavefa, in rocc * 3 " 
Cambridgfbire, arc now under Profecu- 
rion in the Exchequer, by John PTarham y 
Vicar. His Demand on Alice Clark is 
3 *•. 6 d. for Ty the-, and 10 s. for a Mor- 
tuary, upon the Death of her Husband. 
Thomas Laundey, being Exicutor to her 
late Husband, is profceuted ♦ with* her on 
the fame Caufe. And the Demand againft 
Amey Robinfon is ioj. for a Mortuary 
upon the Death of her Husband. By the 
faid Warham, Vicar, thofe Profecutions 
were commenced in the Year 1733, and do 
now continue. 

William Wilmot, of Teuton ^ in Somer- Profec. 1. 
frtfhire y profecuted in the KingVBench, 
by Rumney Ttnrofe, Parfon and Impro- 
priator, on a Demand of 6 /. 13^4/ for 
5 Years Tythes. 

Benjamin Bourne , for 12 Years fmall p ro f cc . 3 . 
Tythes, Richard fVard 7 fot 1 7 Years fmall 
Tythes, and William T 00c ock, for 5 Years 
fmall Tythes, all of the Parifh of Monk' 
fryftony in the County of Tork; are now 
under Profecmion in the Exchequer, by 
Robert Robinjbn r of the fame Parifh, and 
Coonty TythcFarmcr under the Prebend 
of Wtjloriy ia the fame County. 

Teter 
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£*com.i. Teter Beckett y of Mtddlewich, inChe- 

fbire, profecuted in the Ecclefiaftical Court 

in the fame County, on account of Tythe, 

and thereupon he was, and now ftands, 

' under Sentence of Excommunication. 

Profec. i. . John Woodland, of Merfbam, in Kent, 
is profecuted in the Exchequer, by Henry 
Archer,* Reftor of the faid Parifli, for 
fmall Tythes, about the Value of -jos. or 
under. 

Thefe are 17 Inftances of Quakers now 
under frofecution on account of Tythes 5 
of whom one is under Sentence of Excom- 
munication. 

There have been 115? Quakers prafo- 
cuted; 292 imprifoned 5 5 died in Prifon, 
all on account of Tythes within 40 Years. 

Profecuted. ImpHf. Died in Pr. 

In Chancery, 38 10 1 

In the Excheq. 787 185 2 

'*££*}- ■«■'•. * 

lntheCommon\ - 

Law Courts,} 59 ° 
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In 44. particular Cafes, in which the 
Quakers have been profecuted, where the 
Demands did not exceed 1 8.8 /. 3 s. 8 & 
there was levied and taken from them to 
the Valueof 2252 1. 6 s. lod. 

In 
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The Country Parfon fays, " As I am? *5»/- 
c * a Subjeft of (?r*ytf Britain* as well asp*£ 2 . 24 j 
a Minifter of the Gofpel, 1 have a Birth- /«/. 
right in the Law, and in having all 
Qpeftioqs xelating to my Property deter- . { 

mined iri the Method of Juftice, ufedio 
** thi§ Kingdom, and not referred to a© 
Cf arbitrary Decifion : JSlulli negakimus 
u Jttftitiam> is the Language of Magna 

c < Cbarta. .— J 

Firfty I allow he may be a Subjett j but 
what Benefit does the Britifb Nation re- 
ceive by Subjc&s, who fpend their time in 
Pride and Idlenefs, with Fullnefs of Bread, 
at the Expcnce of other Mens Labours? 
The King, ajid People of England, may 
fubfift without them 5 our : Merchants, 
Ttadefmep, and Farmers arc the Support 
of Government. • 

; Secondly > As to his being a Miniftcr of 
the Gofpel, he (houjd prove if by hi? 
Fruits * Te Jball know them by their Fruits, Matt. vii. 
{aid Chrift, T>o Men gather Grapes of x ^ 
Thorns, or Figs of Tbi files? And the 
Lord, by the Prophet Ezekiel, faith, ffo Ez€k 
be to the Shepherds of Ifrael that dofeedxxxir. *, 
them/elves, Jhould not tfye Shepherds feed** *• 
the Flocks ? — — — Te eat the Fat, and 
ye cloath you vtith the JVool, ye kill them 
that arefedy but ye feed not my Flock-* 
The 'Difeafid have ye not ftrengtbened % 
neither have ye healed that which was 
Jfck? neither have ye bound up that which 

£ 2 was 
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was, broken, neither have ye brought a$aiq 

that which was driven away, neither 

have ye fought that which was loft \ but 

with Force and with £ruelty> ye hay? 

ruled them y &c ? 

*• *>• Thou very juftly allows, c f Thaf many 

j/f^ V Quakprs are Freeholders, and ? as they 

ytimp. t€ are great Dealers, have Influence Qv?r 

" many Qthcrs, and will a& a$ ope M^ 

* € in oppofirion to the Parfon. Thou like r 

■ c wife hoaeftly cpnfeflctb, thou haft but 

*' one Yote for the County, and no In? 

u tereft — 7 

A^wcr. There is no Difficulty in judging upon 

thefe two juft Obfervafions j and tp ufe 

thy own Words, they fpcafc as plainly for 

themfelves as any body can fpeajk for 

them. Apd if \fc ask, V^hy all this Ear- 

peftnefSj this Rour, and Clamour of thp 

Clergy, tp preveqt, if* they could, this 

mod reasonable Bill from paffing into 3 

Law, &c? Th?y tell yoji,, their Churchy 

Livings are in Danger % and fhould thi^ 

Bill pafs; and the Quakers permitted qf 

allowed to^reep from under their Yoke, 

the Eyes pf pthef People will be opened 

• top. \ •' % 

p. 8, \jt * *? I will 3II0W the Zeal of Friends, whq 

imp. <c j^ ayc ^ode faithful in their Teftimony 

%mj>y u againft paying Tythqs, &c. has greatly- 
u tended to the opening of the Eyes of 
ff many, not only in this but jin other 
f Countries. *' And I yUl ?lfo ^onfels, 
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lri ii other Cafes, where the Demand* 
did not exceed 66 1, i s. 4 d, there was 
levied and taken from them 1484/. 6 s. 11 d. 
Levied and taken ki thofe two Inftances 
more thin demanded 3ij.8z /. 7 $.$d. 

One wai profecuted three timesj fot 
three fcvcral Demands not exceeding 19 L 
for whith was levied and taken from him 
187 /. to si 

One was imprifoned 1 6 Years, idl a De* 
mand not exceeding a-os. 

One was imprifoned 4 Years, for aD«- 
mand not exceeding i jf. 

Twd Wete impirifoned $ Years^ fdr a Dc* 
mand riot exceeding 20 s. 

In i 1 particular Cafes $ where the De* 
hiands die} hot exceed $4/., $ s.\d* there 
was levied and taken from them 13*3 /; 
god jipwatds. - •, 

One was imprifoned Years fdr fmall 
lythes* 

One was imprifoned 6 Years for 4 /, 1 o a 
* fifteen were profecuted fevcrally, fof 
f>cmands in all not exceeding 313 Lg s.6 d> 
there was levied and taken from them 
*66t I. 7 $. 4-d. 4. 

« * 

' In the few Cafes herein before menti- 
oiled, it appears, the Demands did not ex- 
ceed 6$3 /. ,j s. id. for which there was 
levied and taken from them 74*5 A 

'** " 

E The 



P. 35*36. The Amount of Friends Sufferings in 
^ ^f^ England znd Wales for 5 Years, accor- 
zdi^p. thng to the Couhtry Parfon's fixtfad, Is 
upwards of 16,885 /. 

And, by tbe like Riile, and the Qtti- 
kcrs Records, for 40 Years, their Suffer- 
ing amounts to upwards of 675,000 /• 

And befides ill this, there havp been 
Innumerable Sufferings, which, from di- 
vers Circumftances and Difficulties that 
happened, could not be collefted'. 

* * 

* * » 

* The Reafon is plain, why tilt Clei-gjr 
cry out againft the Bill now before the 
Parliament-— - they are appretienfite, that 
the Door of Liberty, that was left ©pert by 
the former Laws and Statutes, in all like- 
lihood, will now be fhut dp 5 fo that they 
cannot opprefs and rob the Quakers, nndet 
Colour of Law for time to come.* " »■ * 
If the Country Parfon, and the reft of 
the more Wrong than Right, . more Cruel 
than Reverend/ more Wife than Good 
Clergy, are not fatisfied with the few 
Specifications of Fa£ts, herein before fet 
Forth, I can furnilh them with feme more 
Particulars, from the Qimkers Records iii 
England, and a great many from Ireland ; 
provided they will pay me for fearching, 
c£r. 1 expeft nothing, nor will I ask for 
*ny thing from them, but what I do them 
Service for j — — and this is ufihg them 
more kindly than they ufe the Quakers, 

The 
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Flames and other Tortures, for their ftcady 
Adherence to the Principles and Do&fitie 
of Chrift, diftatcd to them by his Spirit, 
Grace, and Truth, in their tender £onfci- 
ences, againft that antichriftian Yoke of 
Popery impofed on them ? And how date 
the Clergy make a mock of tender Con* 
fciences? (But, I fuppofc, and it's very 
plain too, from the Paflagcs herein before 
mentioned, that they know hot what a 
tender Confcience is.) Was it not for Con- 
fcience-fake the Martyrs fufFered and died} 
Secondly y The Country Parfon fays. 
He claims not thefe Rights as peculiar to 
the Clergy." If fp, hehasgivefl me th£ 
Point already fpoken to, i.eJtit has noRight 
but by the Indulgence of Parliament, &c. 

And as to the Companion he makes, 
from an Allegation of the Quakers being 
great Traders, on which he puts his Que* 

ttion thus u Will they be content, that p. , 7 . ,/ 

<c their Neighbours fliould fetve thcmfelves'^- 
* with Goods out of thcit Shops and/ w £ 4 
c( Warchoufes, and bid them go to the x 
" next.Juftice to fet the Pticc on the 
u Goods fo taken i u 

I judge this to be one of the moll rea- ^^ 
fonablc Proportions in all his Papers and A,lftwr - 
Plea. I like well to treat and write on a 
reafonable Foot i and therefore 111 anfwtt 
this modeft Query on behalf of the Qua- 
kers, and all other reafonable Men, (myfelf 
included.) I would not be content tp 

have 
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iiavfe my Goods taken in that mdnrier.: 
But give me leave to fay, the Compari- 
fbn differs a$ far a$ the Eaft is from the 
Weft 4 fof> in that cafe> my Goods and 
figlirfctl Property* is takcrt from me, at 
another Maris Price, by which I might >bt 
injured. But to the firft Queftidn : What 
Goods* or valuable StulF, do theQgakeri 

take frdhVttie Clergy?- -Are they Spirit 

tual> or are they Temporal ? Are they of 
the Kingdom of Chtift> or of Antichritt i 
Are they of the Law, 6r of tht Gofpel ?— - 
If they are of Chrift, they mtift and will 
be given f reply j but if they be of Anti-r 
thrift, he may keep them to himfetf, for 
1 will neither buy nor take fuch Stuff j 
and what Wrong or Injury can I do him, 
tyhen Til neither buy nor, take his Goods ? 



1 claim the Freedom of zBritifl) Sub- 
Jed, and will therefore chuff? my Goods 
and Shop too/ and this is not only a Bri- 
tijh Freedom, but it greatly teridethto the 
Promotion of Gofpet Liberty, a Term 
therewith he is offended* 

But if I come to his Shop, and take away 
his Goods, contrary to his WiU and Plea- 
fure, then I do him wrong: But this is 
not his Cafe, he feldom give* his *Paifr* 
Jtfojlef, but when he get? the Penny fot 
It j and if h.e will be cpntenit with thismoft 
i-eafonabte* Propofition, he may keep his 
Goods, and Til keep my Money. The 
Campari Ton differs in another Point, /. e. 

he 
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that the Zeal ^n^ Craft of the Clergy a,- 
gainft the Bill depending (altho* by them 
intended to keep the People Blind) greatly 
teqds to the^opeiwijg of their Eyes. I 

heartily wifh, the Eyes of all Mankind may 
be clearly opened by the fweet Influence 
of Gofpel-Light, then (and not till then) 
will they fee whom, and frojp what Spip 
rit they are, who cry Peace to the People 
jn their Sins for filthy Lucrc-6ke. 

And as to thy Pretence of being a Mi* 
nifter of the Gotpcl, I haive np, other Rea- 
fon to bqlieve thy bold Aflertiqn than thy , 

pwn Say-foj and therefore I, sajinot be- . 
lieve it, until thou give fome Carthec y 

Proof- Thy Pamphlpt is plentifully in* 
terfperfcd with Witnefles on the other fide 
Of the Queftion 5 the Conver&tion and 
Praftice of fhe wife Clergy, as thou terips 
them, compared with the Holy Scriptures, 
leaves but little rpqm $veja to . fuppofe 
them GofpeUMinifterj. 

Thus faith the Lord concerning the Mlcah iji. 
'Prophets, that mftke my Teople err 9 that*' 
bite with their Teeth, and cry, *Beace : 
and he that putt eth not into their Mouths y 
they even prepare War again/I hijn. 

Fqr there are many unruly* and vain Titus i. 
Talkers and *Deceivers % efpe dally they of xo > x%%l% - 

the Circumcifion : Whofi Mouths muff 

bf ftopped> who fubvert whole Houfes* 
teaching things which they ought not, for 

filthy JhWfff&frrrQ** °f themfelves, 

fven 
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even 4 Traphet of theif ofyn, faid. The 
Cretans are alway Lyars y evil Beafts, (low 
Bellies. 
Muah M. Tea, they are greed) *Dogs, which can 
ii. never have enough \ and they are Shep- 
%erds that cannot under ft and: they nil 
look to their own Way, every one fur his 
Gain, from his Quarter. 
Titi. 13. This IVitnefsis true : wherefore rebuke 
them Jbarply y that they may pe found, in 
tjpe Faitl-^- 

And as to that part of this Paragraph, 
touching the Country Parfon's Birthright 
in the Laws, and the Language of Magna 
Chart a, I refer to another Book, juft pub- 
Member's lifted, Entitulcd, An Anfwer to the Coun- 
A«f. P .i8 7rr cp^fotff cp lea in j} the ^kers 

Tythe-BM. Jn a Letter to. the i?. R. 
Authot: By a fitemher of the Houfe of 
Commons. 
JV& 7 ' " And is t& the feveral Rights, which 
p. 23,24. " the Country Parfon pleads for receiving 
zi imp. ii Tythes,'* I (hall, in this place, only pro- 
pofe two Queftions, and refer the reft tp 
the Member of Parliament's Anfwer. 

Firft, What Law flood in this Kingdom 
before any Statutes were made in aid of 
Tythes ? « When, and by whom i Were 
they firft invented and made by the Clergy 
of the Church of Rome\ or by the faith- 
ful Proteftant Martyrs and Minifters of the 
Gofpel, who fuffered (not only) the fpoilr 
jng and pillage of their Goods, out died in 
• * * Jlam<$ 
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he keeps his Goods, and takes my Money, 
or Value for it ; and if I tell him' he does 
me wrong, his Anfwer is, The Church 
*Door is open. If this be a Reafon fir for 
him to give — in the like Cafe (as the 
Lawyers fay) the like Rule, will he be 
content, if I fhould fend him a Bill of 
Parcels of Goods undelivered, and force 
him to pay me for them ? Would he 
think it juft, or be content, with my tel- 
ling him, My Shop *Door is open ? Would 
he not call me Rogue, Villain, and what 
not befides ? - — If then, fueh Treatment 
will not go down with him, how fhould 
he expeft that I can difpence with it ? And 
wh^t is to be done next, in order to our 
better Agreement ? I will propofe a (hort 
Remedy on my part, and that is this ? If 
we cannot love as Chriftians, let us live 

as Brethren. And where he fays, — 

" The Noife of the Diflblution of Mo- P. it. ift 
" naftcries, in the Parliament holden in £*£ zd 
€t the 27th Year of Henry 8. (Laymen/^. 9 * 
" taking fmall Occasions to withdraw their 
€< Tythes) was the Occafton of making 
u the Statute 27 H. 8. Ch. 20. And it 
" appears, by an Injunction of the Kings 
u in 1538, about two Years after, that 
" the People took upon them to with- 
c< draw their Tythes, when they difap- 
f< proved their Miniftcrs Conduft, Foks 
^ Aft. &Mon< 316- 

F In 
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Anfwef. In ahfwcr t<J tHat Part, which ft impo* 
fed on the World, utidcr the Credit ah$ 
Authority of Foxh AEi$ and M&A. \ls 
true, the Unfcaiy may, (from the Grdditot 
the Author) give Credit to it a* Matters 
of Faft. But as I (hall add to tjik (in a 
Chapter by itfelf, I'll fay the lefs in thi$ 
place) a' genuine Narrative of the Cafe 
Contained in the 3 2 6th Page dff F(f#s Ait$ 
and Man, beginning in tlje 3 z$&i Page 
with the Paflage (in order of <imc be- 
tween the Years i Z07 and 1 2 1 2y and not 
in 1 5 3 8, as he pretends. A Quarrel and 
Debate arofe between King Jobn y ( not 
King Henry s.) and Pope Innocent y don^ 
xerning the Pope's Power, who claimed & 
Supremacy, npt only over the People and 
Church-Lands, but oyer the King's Cbji- 
Science too. The King, jjuftly appreTienii 
cling himfelf, and his People,- grofly abhfei| 
by the Clergy, took from the four Con- 
federate Btfhops their PdffeiTiorls into lu$ 
pwn Hands, and appointed Men to Ifeep 
the Livings of the Clergy froni them, un- 
til they might return to their Allegiance 
^ndDuty towards his Royal Perfon, frbni 
which th?y had revolted, and joined with 
the Pope againft hini^ — ^-Hlt ^as the 
-King, aqd not the. People, that withdrew 
the Tythess abd whofddver he be, thai: 
perverts the true Senfc and Meaning 6f this 
£afe, claiming from thence ^a Right of 
L Ty thing, by Example from the fppe, his 
: ' Legates 
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Legates and Difloyal Bifhops, cahnot be 
truly deemed a legitimate Sdn of thePW- 
teftant Church 5 neither would he fufFcf 
Martyrdom for her Principles, as the Pri^ 
hutives did. 

He, without doubt, is a Papift in his 
heart, who pleads the Pope's Example* 
and fcdloweth hisPra&icc^ — —a Wolf in 
Sheep!? Cloathing. And in Anfwer to 
that part of his Plea, which faith, <c The P. a. tft 
" People tobk upon them to withdraw £**" ^ 
u their Tythes, when they difapproved/^ / 
" their Irtinifter's Condua> — ^-^Not- 
withftandirig he has perverted the Cafe, 
yet I will reafon on this Point j allowing 
{for the Argument-fake only) the Premifcs 
as true. Can he, in his Cotifcience, judge 
it reafdnable, that he fhottld, by any La w^ 
Cuftom, or Ufage whatsoever* be obliged 
to keep a Servant in his Family (at Board 
and Wages) who does not do his Duty, 
Jbut daily Vexcth him, and tyranitfeth ovet 
his Fellowfervants, and his Matter's Chil- 
dren tod ? Or^ if he took tip an Orphan 
at the Church, or any other, Door, and 
taifed him in his Family, (for God's fake) 
would he allow him to browbeat and 
rule his o ( wn Children ? \Vould he not 
think it the haf deft Cafe in Nature, to be 
forced xo difpence and • bear with fuch 
Treatment ? Would he not defire to be 

eafed of fuch a Yoke and Burthen ? ^— • 

I'll prefumc the Proportions allowed i and 

F z are 
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*tc not the Clergy, by their minifterial 
Office, to be Servants to the Church ? 
And when they prove Naughty, Idle, Pro- 
fane, Drunken, and Lafcivious, muft not 
the Church degrade them, nor the People 
flop their Pay ? ■ ' ■ ' » As you cannot deny 
the major, you muft allow the minor. 

The Foundation of the true Catholick 

Church is thrift the Rock 5 againft which 

the Gates of Hell (hall not prevail : It is 

neither Titer, nor his Tence, can pave 

my Way to Heaven. 

*• *v*3- " And touching the Authorities of the 

* j*ofji/ c 2 7th and 3 2d of Henry 8. ,f They arc 

2d imp. Popifh Laws for Ty thes $ and by fuch Laws 

and Statutes, Tythes were tirft impofed 

upon Christians.— That Henry 8. was a 

Papift, and perfecuted the ProteftantChurch, 

Fox'sAa»I prefume, he will not deny. In the Year 

&Mon p. of our Lord 1 541, and 3 2d of the Reign 

1 29. vol. of Henrj g DoStor R i, eTt Barns, Thomas 

Garret, and Win. Hieronte, were all three 

burnt together in Smithfield, becaufethey 

could not, for Confcience-fake, % comply 

with that antichriftian Yoke of Popery—- 

Note, At the fame time, 3 Papifts were 

burnt with them, vi&. Towel, Fether- 

ftone, and Abel, becaufe they, being of 

the King's Council, difobliged him in feme 

.fort. Hence, it is evident, how deftrous a 

perlecuting Spirit is of Ad ion, and how it 

Aas fc . thirfteth after Blood. ■ « - And in the 

^o'L Ycar of ou * **** l W> and 29th of the 

439' 440- /• • ■ 

Vol. 11. . fai4 
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laid King's Reign; he gave forth divers In- 
junctions and Articles againft Proteftants 
tranfporring, or importing, of Englifi 
fiook&efr. 

One other againft Printing the Holy 
Scriptures. » ' 

One for Eftablilhing Holy Bread and 
Holy Water, with other Bites' of the 
Church o£Rme. 

And in the Year of our Lord i $40, andAa.& 
31ft of Henty the 8th's Reign^ he fan-^^ 1 ' 
moned a folemrr "Parliament, to be holdcn 
at Wefiminfter the 28th Day of April, of 
all the States and Burgcfles of the Realm j 
alfo, a Synod, or Convocation, of all" the 
Archbifhops, Bifhops, anft other learned 
Clergy of this Realm, to be in like man- 
ner aflembled : In which Parliament, cer- 
tain Articles were agreed to and publifhed, 
in favour of the Topifb Religion, but very 
grievous to the Proteftants t commanding 
them, by the Authority of King and Par- 
liament, on pain of Death, by Tortures 
and Burning, they Ihould not, " by Word^Aa. & 
** Writing, Imprinting, Cyphering,or any ij° n v *i 
*« otherwifc, publifli, preach, teach, fay, 11/ 

affirm , declare, difpute, argue, or hold 

any Opinion, that in the Sacrament of 
" of the Altar, under form of Bread and 
" Wine (after the Confecration thereof) 

there is not preftnt really the Natural ' ' ' 

Body and Blood of our Saviour Tefus 
" Chrift , &c .» 

Thofc 
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i i>£ tfie, 6 Articles,. — - 1 hppe my Cqnntrjf 
J*arfbnjand His Adherents, Wiiljiow blufn 
l<nd. be.afyarn«1..0f ithjMheU hlob<)y Adjroi 
care," and Tytric- Voucher* '' _ .. 
..J jostoei ypu will ijovaUa*',' fijs. iti 
truth, ' ygh miift, if , atiy, , (pal) $pa»k' qf ; a 
Proteftarit remain in you). f(^at ypu . havy 

., .... ' H cl !> ("J 9? in B 

Bp ( t {our ^nfi- 

£■* 'J 1 Jttfltig.ri«'ofi?j[ 

?$,. tf dtts »nd..j%^ 

'•»■ ion pf. it;' All 

tc mad* in. his 
Aa.« inthe^tftYear 

&•?* ars by that : Sta 7 

it ; were by Jr. ,r*i 

adc in the iliriq 

:he fifhycar.oj 

. , ip,de tie ftcpnj 

j. One, other Spraternade the twenty* 

fifth year^f Henty i. Vojicetnin^Tmijb* 

tnent ant Mefirmaiim^of Hercticks and 

Lollards, and . every Yrovifim thsrfin 

contained. ' 

iimioody 4. One other A3 made in the jf ft Year: 

*«• of Bmry 8. far the Abtipment of Vi' 

verjttj af Opinions in certain Articles ipn. 

' cerning 
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ceAgtKiiJIUn Rtlkkii;ce.m0) '?*&* 
Ifhi Six Articles, or Bloody KCt. 
''■ J. One other Statute' made tne'jsdind 
j'4th Yearof Henry*, fouctiiijg Mention- 
ing, or in Itny ways containing Books Of 
the Old and New f~ejlamen'ts in Eriglifh, 
rndthe 'printing,(Tttering',Selllng^Giving 
or 'Delivering of Books or Writings, end 
Returning tfln^sfoBooks or tfoitipgs, and 
JtvaSixg, Trenching, teaching,, or Ex- 
toinUing the Scriptures, or 'in "any wife 
Tbue^ing, Mentioning, or Concerning any 
'jfthefitd Matters. 

'■ ' b. One 'cither Aft made tne'rhirty-fifth »d Blood* 
■ytit tfHtnrf 8. Concerning the Statute A& - 
•of toe Si% Articles, a 
ther AH or Alts of i 
J ning 1)oHrim, or M, 
■ana, all. and 'every Br, 
•tehee, Matter, "Pains, 
Hamed, Mentioned, or tit 'any ways '^De- 
clared, in any of the fame All's jindSta- 
"tli'tes, floulii; frith thenceforth, be utterly 
repealed, thddevdid, and of bone EjfeB. 
'; *'fr l ts Very remarkable, and fit' to "tie noted 
in ^his place, ' 'tlh'at the great JStock of 
Voucher's, quoted in .his Plea, appears top. **, 2J . 
hi liu't 'two 5 •»'. e. H. %. and Edw,'t. Re'J'-f- 
quarts it. %' eight times in two Pages ; ,jj^. 3 *' 
■and.'the Statute he quotes of the 31ft of 
Jf.S- was rhe Bloody Air, and was rcpeal'd J 

•isy '(hit rtemVJratJIe Yourh Edward the 
'<Sth, who Washi virtuous Prince, given to 
' ■"' " " Reli- 
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. Religion and Piety, and .began his Reign 

at the Age of 9 Years, in Ann. 1547.— 

He was fitly compared to King Jofiab^ 

■ who began his Reign at. the Age of 8 Years, 

*fSu ***** tcigned in Jerusalem j 1 Years. 

Edward the 6th reigned but 6 Years, 
8 Months, and 8 Days, and died in Ann f 

1555- 

Of the 6 Statutes, repealed by the Statute 
of the firft Year of good King Edward the 
6th, 5 were made in Henry the 8th (his 
favourite Voucher's) Reign ; who, for 
Tyranny and Blood, no Prince, that ever 
fat upon, the Britijb Throne, exceeded 
nor was there ever fuch bloody Sta- 
tutes made in the Reigns of any other 
Britijb Princes. 

By this time, I hope, the Country Par- 
fon, and the wife Clergymen, will allow, 
that the Force of Henry the 8th Evidence 
can be of no ufe, in a Proteftant Reign 
and Church. 

The Queftion now remains, Whether 
the Country Parfon and his . Colegues are 
Papifts or Protectants > Or, whether, in a 
Proteftant ReigA (not inferiour to that of 
Edward the 6th) they 'only pretend to 
be of the Proteftant Church, to ferve their 
own Turn? If it* be not fo, pray why could 
they not firtd out fome other Authorities 
than Henry the 8th ? .~ But the Queftion 
feems to be anfwered in it (elf ; for where 
would they not go, or to whom would 

they 
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rticy not call for ffcty/ VO fupport tKcir 
darling f&ol, TytheS ? " tiwt they* ever 
Viewed aa Indiriatlbri td< convince the Qua- 
kers of ^hatfhey( falfly) cill their Er-: 
for*? ffaye^tlieyltaken <a«yY and wha* 
Pains, to inform their Judgments, or do 
fheir Soils' any Getod ? ' ' ' Ne,= no j— ^ they 
dare riorvhefc thcFlofcttgd^if they< citf 
gctth<i Recce. - ' '• ' : '"< ' ,;; ' 

ThF Gentry- IWori: fays, «* I wifbtfwP*?: 
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iporrhfeCon&icncc^ 
•♦'thdf-H'e'^ any '€6rifiacration to 1 th« 
*• Vcat^er of 1 the land, beydrid the ufttali 
" Prkc, and upon '• 'Stfppeftiori, that rid 
° ; Ty«fft^ottid'bediidfr«WhisLand4 Is 
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* thef -hTpayV morc ; ient than Ghttfdi- 
*« meftnfcg'td give for the Farm, ^A-eon? 
«' (Mietjltibrt of his. paying rid Tythe i - ># 
+ hcCanriot tof; 1 that ^ 'either boiight o* 
* ' hired -the TyihV, (aWtf ' he^ah fay -hci-* ' 
* thetfj What Title has tie <rd it f tit fG9 
« fcffcs himfelf of it, and-Cainrot tobl* 




"" HUU HI V^UUU. iCIiA-C, J'VUJV* 1 - **a^.<a.^«£« 

^ 3 bbdr-t6*ate antftinjoy his'oVfl PM- 
*'**". G A, 
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b/?r,, tO;tho -Parfofi's fle$, f :wto?reip;;he, 
- handles rtb^r^^^-p^i^a/Jji; I fhal^ 

few Inf-ccfpg^iftnsj.aad, rtfe^t^jreft to xhc 

Member's feW Anfwe*.<. !.•:;! '» >.< «:'■>•'< fJ •• •' 

Anf. P .6s. .J^^.Js.jt^cafonablc to.fupppfe, that 
4: Coafcif nee fp tfjrjdcir .as. tp, filler, .rather 
than pay Tythes againft itspwrr Cpnyi- 
.:s .^91** fli^uid.wt; pujehafe Lai^o;. rent 
•" " . t ¥a«n Ty th-free. .5 pr_ .that he. fliould . hold 
,.' ' hiralclf,.. /in. j5^nfgiq^erbpun4», .JCP put» 
chafe nothing . .Tythfl-jfre*, / « . Or, fhoujd : h« 
not bold it as.aa%OAi^bk,£*)ovjdeiice,to 
h#?g his. : I,^id, .^nty^ablcjjthi)*, Jhc,- gave 
thfgre5»tc t r,Priice..for.>it,i. ,. . j. r . ..: j 
,.; Ag^n, He..fur^fcs,..jt^ r bcc^fc. he 
bppght it Xy thp-^c^, . th^re fl^ft qeeds be 
apotb^r Owner,,. . J fay^,. >Io Ti -?j4- ;B^t ben 
ctmfcibj: bp^ht. « free, i'ti^fns.pjirn,. and 
feis . 0^ of her, Qwner 1. jhis, Ajgwppnt is 
&ljtfi£US|and; Ndn/ppfo in Ufe^--.T^ r l»t-H 
toa/fifin *t has. anpfher Owner, becaufe he 

m&i4 A**? j^fenf^ 1 Manner, >n which 

ajod-Xra^at,, jisjj^jln a Piece of .itypckery.* 
ftnd, , therefore Xlwljj leave Jiirij r ;with' his 
fypt her Iflmaefcjittef 'it. more agreeable to 
4fowrfPWqr.M- $0 bade infr> .the Wijdcr- 
-6?^ ftf popish. Pcdxeution^.t^ i*ee what is 

- beconie 
2A 
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become of their Children, the forty and* Kin g s5F} 

v RemepHerje )he Words, which owrjodeig. 
Jfamiepre of the,rffiafiks^>Qur Ldd 1 * 20 : 
JefusChrift 

How that*thertoldyiu%here fioiild be 
Mockers inihelaftXitnt, who fbou(d walk 
afhrXheft'owfr'utigod/jLujls.. .' l 
' Thtfe'h ihtyy'wBofe'pdraiethwifehjeSy 
'tfen/uatytfivjnjj notify Spirit - — A 

WhetKej: tKc CoUntry Parfon, by." his 

Fruits, and Ptadice, be' not now fairly 

' landed jrf v rtie Wilderne'fs of Popery, judge 

ye. ...:.-. , 

And there we leave him, until we reajd 
'the 4th. Chapter of this Tfctok ; wheifcjis ' r '' 

Ordinatloftistrrfeed tdtHe Gates dfRom* '•■'•■' 
" But What w-flrhisCondiHorr then be*-'- ft ,..'.'. [ 

will be thud*-"— ^— ' By the £ raits bPhfe * ~< 
•Life and-'Pfaftice, he Is in -ffieWilderhA 



And as 'to ruV OrVfrharion, he J hVuft 
either enter trie • Gates 'dPsRWrW, touring 
it frorri' th*na?> or qtf$ tHc Xidwrt, antt 

go to Plow, •"• ' • '•"•' f> •""•;-' • ''J h«« 
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JT/^John inUrditttd \ and ^Jfciiiea fy 
Top? Ipnoccqt ori accmit *f$J$ es - 
The Tope's £ommori Curfe, af& I yrta$ 
• Curfe, pronounced againfihfmj^fwth^ 
* holding Ty the s from thkCfefgy. Tfy 
King poifpned %y a Mqnk m , tfofeme 
account. 

r • 

K. john^T^O ?. E Impcent wrote a haughty 4Q5I 
Aa. Mon. J~ threading Letter to King Jfa&ii, b«- 
Voi. 1 . ^yf c f^c would jmv con^efcend to the 
? $zV S ' £lc&\on of $tfphep Langtoo, Cardinal of 
.#• Chryfogon^ chpfcn by the Monk? <|f 
Jt^tertpry — l W'wewp o fl) t b*Pwc caufcd 
^.gS^falijWW^iW .ipj* pKWopnwi 
tfkoyghpi* ^1 E*$faf$4 a^ioft the fcing, 
and the Church-Dpors were &nt up, ££*. 
Four Bifhops were appointed to put the 
ufurped Power of the Pope's Bull in Exe- 
cution ; namely, William, Bifliop of Lon- 
don i Euftact, Bifliop of Ely ; Walter, 
Bifliop of Winchejler $ and Giles, Bifliop 
of Hereford. 

When the King he»rd of this, he was 

^ moved again ft them, and took all the Pof- 

fedions of the four Bifhops into his hands, 

and 



jmAappoi0I<dMea ti)>kcqKthcoLintm tff 

iti^ Clergy, rlitougjumt : the/ {&*qhnxi ■, 'fTIfcJJ^^ 
-Biflwpfi *hen fcucftd all thwob that:; kept, or Tythes. 

tbe/Will o£ (tbem that <tar ikto;t|jcBfc « e£h 

Tbc King; fearing ^aitherltouWos, ootr- Aa. Mon. 
fentad tQ «ft«etfriwi, Chorife^wldgc^; ^oh l 
ian4 .^romifciii that he WouM.Jicm: take 
arty thhxg of th^ Cfuirdi-QDpds a^arnft the 
Will of thciU that 6wathctr^;^ri). .j 

; 3at;thc Pjftpe would iaor> accept of ithat 
-PtOnaife without making Reditu tion erf tht 
Church-Good^rr— whitii the King xefofed 
to4o ~r*ti& idx that foaibn cwa Legit cs, 
:^4s/1P^»^K^^and ^Durawiii were fern by 
/the^PjOpe** rind* ia . his Namef . enrfed thp 
King, as followeth:» i ^ ■ < :».*o x * 

" And mftp.-fltewiil fcell you what is pope's 
€ \ tkePopcVWili J and that It &jndeth~ gj£ mo * 
" Ho hath whollyintcrfikkci^dcurfed c " 
, " y&n for the Wrdngs yon have done unto 
" the Holy Church, and nmm 1 the Clergy ; 
u and for fo-nwtt:h as ye will dwell ftill in 
" your Malice, add will come to no A- 
" rjaendmenr, yon fhall uxiderftaad, that, 
t( [;ftom this *i me forward, the Sentences 
. " Ittppn you giYdn f have Force and Strength; 
t€ and all thofe, that with you hath com- 
f\ (mined before thii time, whether they 
* be Earls, Barons, or Knights, (or any o~ \>. 
■ " thit whatsoever they be) . we aflbil them 
€% fitfely front 'their Sins unto this Dhy. 
If And from' this Time forwards, (of 

a what 
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" whatiowUt^iOTvertht^be)ixr>€fiC(furfc 

ft thcmrcijpciily^ -and ^ccially, by this 4*lr 

t .^ Sentence^ thatdocommu**' wnhyoiu* 1 - 

./. .*-,/. *f of thdurttBrnagESy Services; and BiSlties 

>J/ :<? thhtottfcyrJfliaiild doitiflBpiyaui 'dw' : 

' * l \.<t TjamkllphixMo&itetb tlie&mgtfifv all 

<€ flic J&n^dPiinccsv iaAd* tfhe great Stakes 

" chriftencd, 'have? labored to > the Pope 

'< to Jraye Lictsmee too«Dfirfh^tivfclvM,*and 

•*' to war. agaiaft thee; r as upon God s Em- 

iH my, and>I\srin thy^Limd^Q^-to'ixtalcc 

Y 1 King whom it pteafdh the 3?opc. ^ And 

v" :wc hew i\6«r afioif::aii^t^b£: of their 

:." Siia&;that will, rife: againftthee h#e, in 

" thine own kwnk - - - 

;- <> - jinotherCufftt 

Pop^s * Pope Innocent ytt.iotfce again -com- 

Greati ' j" mandccly <cm ^pain of his Great Chirfe, 

Curie. tff thatino-j Man* flioukt of/ey; King ^tej&ff, 

;** neither rkcep/Cam patty; with him : * He 

+**!*'<*' forbad -* iR <* fo " s tol4Earwii drink with 

~ C A lumpta *alk wfc^tumj^td -commune, 

Ann.i2n r « orooMhfcLwithhimpycayhis familiar 

^HouffioldJXKdo hinvaiyy Service, cither 

;** at Bed; or at Board/ in Cfourch, Hall, 

« ox Stable, .'f&v."' • -• <'• fi "' •" • ' 

12l6 King'Jfofa reigned- i^:Years, 6 Months 

Aa.Mon.and odd Days, and died by Poifbn, givdi 

Vo J"„ L thim iri.aXtag.of Wine, prepared by a 

p ~* 3 ' ; Monk ?\> who*. <beiqg abfolved for that^ur- 
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pftfc, drink «Mbe1Kingoftrft fame Win* 

apdjjfled.Qf i.t&ttodflay<foefore,thc-iCi*ig-. ■ 
..Having brief} y-reciKd the Faflageancfcpitt.p.ia 
true Caufe, ■on.-w-hich the. King jttiok frbms 
tJic-fiUhops afldtd«rgy thcir.Poffdffion8and 
Livings r thtflUadjgt may jeaiily audgss how 
bafely the (Country Parfon has perverted 
the true Senfe of it, and how falfly he hath 
quoted Affs # Mon. in page 3 26. I have 
i'carched the j Volumesof Fox's A&smd 
Monuments, but cannot find any fuch 
Cafe in them, as he mentions. The Cafe 
before mentioned in Vol. I. p. 326. dif- 
i'e e> that it is 

di 

this>. when 
I 'ope, his Le- 

gi re dictated j 

w s, the fame 

S ry doth moft 

fl «f his Pen. If 

it quote their 

Practice for his Authority, and follow 
their Example? 

The wife Clergy, (according to his own 
Term) want nothing but power, to do 
every S.St of Violence againft thePeople, 
for filthy Lucre-fake, even as they did. 

And if a Stop be not put to that anti- 
chriftian Yoke of Tythes, and the further 

GroVthl of Clergy-power who can lay 

he is faf'e, or in any meafure redeemed 
from 



1 



ftom Qyprlflidn' md Prifcotioo * Cm 

thtKHig^iupolt thoTheone, fay, He is 
:4hauci:..:3i?bib Conspiracies,- Trealom, 
OD'HcHeHkuni imt been committed for 
Athouftiut Win piftj wheiWn the ClMgy 
hawcnoif(«n Ibflicfort) bcctvtionctrn&t? 
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CHAP.' III. 

The Order ofpriejlhood, confidered under 
four general Heads. The Country Tar- 
fori left at the Gates of Rome, j 

, The Author's Reafons for refufing to ac- 
cept Preferment in the Church y with a 
Living of^Qo I. per Ann. 

ill. Aaronical, Legal and Temporal, acr 

cording to the Mofaical Order. 
2d. Eternal and Regal, according to the 

Order of fttelchifedech. , 
3d. Chrifiian according to the Gofpel 

ofChrift: ' 

4th. Romifh, according to the Church of 
Rome. 

i . • i 

9 

THE firft of thefc ceafedat the, com- Vf 
ing of Chrift, as doth mariifeftly 
appear by the holy Scriptures; the Prieft* 
hood of Aaron was tranGated or changed ***' 9 Aa » 
to the Priefthodd of the Order of Melchirvt™*** 

fedech- —The legal fort of Priefts of P. 647.. 

Aaron were feparatefrom the reft of the 
People, by Kindred, Office, and Inheri- 
tance. 1 ft. By Kindred, for that the Chil- 
dren of Aaron only were Priefts. id. By 
Office/ for that it only pertained to them 

H to 
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to offer Sacrifice for the Sins of the People,' 
and to inftrud thePeople in the Precepts and 
Ceremonies of the Law. id. By Inhe- 
ritance, becaufe the Lord was their Por- 
tion of Inheritance : Neither had they any 
other Inheritance amongft their Brethren, 
li&t thore thingswhich were offered uhfb 
ffie Lbrd* is thc-firft Fruits, parts Of the. 
Sacrific es and Vbws; except Places for theit 
Jkmfes, aftd one tenth (^rt of the loth, 
&s dppeata by the Procefs of Mofes's 
Law. 

Secondly, The Priefthood of Chrift did 
Irhbch cliff er frottt this Priefthood, asTaul 
doth witnefs to the Hebrews, ift. In Kin- 
*\JVfed, becaufe that our Lord came of the 
, Stock and Tribe of Judah, of which 
frib* none had to do with the Altar j and 
, in which Tri(?c nothing at all was fpoken 
tef tlie Priefts of Mbfes. idly. For thit 
others were made Priefts without an Oath: 
But he with an Oath by him that (aid tut- 
Hcb. vii. to hlrti,' The Ltffd fware and will not re- 
zu pM, thdudrt a Triejtfor eve* after the 
. fiYdir of Melchifedech* 
: Thirdly, By Durability, for that many 
• *■',' ~6t them wete made £riefts : but during the 
" l*etitt of tKdf LiVes ; but he, for that he re* 
t. 24. ^iirieth Tot ever, hath d# unchangeable 
IMd tterndlTriejMood,whcrcforc he is able" 
to fave us for ever, having by himfelf accefs 
to&tb God i he ever liveth to make inter- 

teffioa 



( Si ) 

ce (Eon for us, €C The Laito made Men- 
u ^Priefts,who had infirmity fat (Se^mp)' 
€< i: e. the Word of the Oath which was 
u ftnee the Law, maketh the Jon, who is Heb v .. 
u confecratedfor ever&ore. ~ 2 s. 

Chrift the Word, (according to the 
Scriptures) is the eternal Son, *nd perfett; ' 

Fourthly, The Priefthood of Chrift did 
alfo differ fropi the Priefthood of Aaron x 
and the Law, in the matter of the Sacrifice^ 
and in the place of facrificing. ' . 7 

In the firft Matter of their Sacrifices, bc- 
caufe they did ufc in them ftrange Bodies, 
and did fhed ftrange Blood for the Expiation 
of Sins. 

But be offered himfclf \jmo Cod th£ 
Father for us, fuffercd the fliedding qf 
his own Blood, for the Rfcqiijfllon of our- 
Sins. 

» 

%dty. In the place of Sacrificing, becauft 
that they did offer their Sacrifices in \ he 
Temple or Tabernacle.' But Chrift fu£ 
fered Death without the Gates of the CityJ 
offered himfelf upon the Altar of tQ 
Crofs to God the Father, and tljere his pre r 
ciou6 Blood wasfhed. Chrift is not *7*-Heb.ix. 
tered into the Holy V laces thade wiip *4» &« 
Hands, -which are the Figures of the true", 
but into Heaven it felf, now to appear in 
the pre fence of God for us : ~ ■■■■■ iitf- 
ther doth he offer himfelf oftentimes as 
the High fpriejls in the ISanftuary did, evt- 
ry Tmt with ftrange Blood * for then 

H 2 Jbould 
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flould he oftentimes have fuffered from the* 
beginning : but now one* for all in the end 
of the world hafh he appeared to put a* 
way Sin by the Sacrifice of himfelf — — 
And even as it is. appointed that Men once 
flail die , and then, comet h the Judgment 5 
fo Chrift hath been once offered, to take, 
away the Sins of many 5 and unto them 
that look for him, flail he appear, the fe-. 
cond Time without Sin, unto Salvation;. 
For the Law having a fladow of good. 
Things to come, can never by the Image 
itfelf, of things, {which every Tear with^ 
qui ceajing they offer by fuch Sacrifices) 
make thofe perfeft that come there**, 
pnto : For otherwife that Offering flout d 
have ceafed ?. Becaufe that fuch Wor- 
flippers being once cleanfed from their 
Sins, flould have no more confidence of 
Sin* ■ ■ ,. ' But in thofe, Commemoration 
is made /very year of Sin: For it isim* 
foffible that by the Blood of Goats and 
Calves, Sins flould be purged and taken 
0iyay ( ; r — - — ?. Therefore coming into tho< 
fVorldy he faid % Sacrifice 4n4 Oblation* 
thou would eft not have 1 but a Body haft> 
thou given me: ¥eace<4ffe*ings for, 
Sins have not pleafed the& thenfaia I, 
Behold I come % in the Volume of the Book, 
it is written of me f that, I flould do thy. 
J fill, Gotf* Saying as above, Sa- 
crifice, and Offering, and Burnt-offer* . 
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mgss and Offering for Sin, thou wouldejf 
not* neither had ft pteafure therein, which 
are offered by the Law 1 Then f did he r 
Lo, I come to do thy Will, O God; he 
taketh away thefirft, that he mar eftablijb 
the fecond. — — ~ By which Will we are 
fanitified, through the offering of the Bo- 
dy of Chrift once for all : and every 
c Pr&ft ft an ding daily mini ft ring and of- 
fering oftentimes the fame Sacrifice, which 
can never take away Sins: But this 
Man Chrift, after he had offered oney- 1 a. 
Sacrifice for Sins, for ever fat down 
an the right Hand of Gods Expe fifing • 
till his Enemies be made hii Fooiftool: 
For by , one Offering be hath perfetled 
for ever them that are fanfliped,——* 
Whereof the Holy Ghojl alfo is a witnefs 
to us : for after that he bad faid before, 
This is the Covenant that J will makeUtb. viii. 
With them after thofe *Days, faith the l °\ 6 
Lord: I will put my Laws into their 
Minds, and write them in their Hearts, 
and I will be to them a God, and they 
jhalt be to me a ^People. — «— And their 
Sins and Iniquities will I remember no 
more. All thefe Places have I recited, 
which *Paul writeth for the better Un- 
demanding of thofeThings ; by all which 
it appcareth manifeftly, how the Prieft- 
hoocl of Chrift differeth from the legal 
Priefthood of Aaron, and by the fame 
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alfo *PP«W»h> . how jtdiffercth fwq all 
OthcrPri^bwds, 

The Properties of x\\c x Pf icfthpod o€ 
Chrift ar? fqund in 1*0 pt to •*>!» .w £h*ift 

done.'" - .. \ . \ \ .. . \ 
Thirdly, As to the Qhriftian PriefthpQd, 

Chrift tyr his exprffs Word* fpeaketh feut 
little^ to make any difference between 
them arvltfte n;ft of thePepple,neuher dpth 
he ufe the Nam? of {Sacerdos or) Prteft in 
the.Gpfpel, but fome he called Dimples, 
Mat.^ fome Apoftlcs, whom be fent \o tenth* 
^^\Baptifingi apd in bis Name to do Mpa- 
14, 16* cits. -TTT- He wiled them the Salt of the 
Earthy jq which Name* Jleafon and Wif- 
dom i6. piewt ; and he calleth thejty th* 
Light ofthfWorldJby whkhPraden^ and 
good Living is fignifiled 5 for hef?ith> Z+et 
your Light fo Jbint before $&tn> that the? 
feting your food Worh y wgf&krifjjM* 
Father vyhifb is in fleqvon< And V 4*1 
fpeafcing of the Prints to Timothy and 
Titus % feemeth nor tp m^ke a^y Diffe- 
rence bet wi*t them and tfap othpr Pepple, 
but in that be would t p$x& them tp |ur- 
mount others in Knowledge and Perfr^iop 
of Life., . . 
F ft S d Fouxthfy, The fqur,th Priefthood is the 
Mon** Roiwn Priefthpod^ " brpijgfr in by fh c 
Vol . 1. p. « Church of Rome, in the Time of Apo~ 
6 t 8 - <c ftacyi r-7-and this Chjirch firft watfe a 
" Diftin&ibn between the Clergy and Jhe 
u Lay-People. '* ' '\ 

« And 






. «• And aftet that, the Clergy was'dfaiJal 

* into fundry Degrees. This Diftta&ioo'of 
u the Clergy from the Laity, wittt the 

* Tbnfttre Of Clerks, began in the Titne 
of Anadttt, as it doth appear in the 
Chronicles j the Degrees of the Clergy 

" were afterwards invented, and diftin- 
u gutfhed by their Offices 5 and there was 
" no Afcenfion to the Degree of the 
" Priefthood, but by inferiouf Orders 
«* and Degrees,*-^~But 1ft the primitive 
u Church it was not fa" 
- Having briefly touch'd on thofe four 
Heads of Priefthood, the Qutftion now 
before me is, which of them my Coun- 
try Pirlbn claims his Ordination from* 
1 flwU modeftiy premife, that he will not 
ft far deny Chrift, as to claim his Ordi- 
nation from the firft, (i. *.) the Law of 
Mofks \ and again , that he will riot dart to 
meddle with the fecond, it being Eternal, 
Ciktift own Prerogative : His Choice then 
will lie between the Chriftian and Romijb 
Ordination $ and as to the Chriftian, t 
cannot allow him that Choice, until he 
brihg forth more Chtiftian-like Fruits, 
than appears from ate tapers and Plea, or 
the Conretfatioas of his wife Clergy* 
Chrifi f*id, favor e of falft Trvpktt* 
which com* io ym in fluffs cioathing j Mat. *«. 
but imvdrdfy, thy are ravening Wolves, * 5» l6 » 
AaA he alio laid, To frail know them by xl: 
tkm Fruits : 'Do Men gather Grapes of 
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or Figs of Thijlles? Even fa, 
rutty good Tree bringeth forth good. Fruit, 
but a corrupt Tree bringeth forth evil 
Fruit. m— A goodTree cannot bringforth 
tvil Fruit, neither can a corrupt Tree bring 
forth good Fvuit . 

. This Queftion then will lie between 
evil and good Fruit,— —The WorJks of the 
Flefli and the Fruit of the Spirit, which 
take as folio wet h. 

Gal. v. i 9j : How the fVorks of the. FUJb are tnani* 

*°, 21. pjf y w fc c h are thefe. Adultery \ Forni* 

^ 2h cation, Uncleannefs, Lafcivioufnefs,^ — 

Idolatry* Witchcraft \ Hatred, Variance, 

Emulations, Wrath, Strife, Seditions vJHp- 

tefies % -r—~Envyings, Murders \ 'Drun* 

kennefs, Revelling*, and fuch like.—— - 

But the Fruit of the Spirit is Love, Joy, 

Teacc>L$ng~fujfering, Gentlenefs, Good- 

nefs, Faith, -» — ■ Meeknefs, Temperances 

againft fuch there is no Law. — And 

they that are Chtifi's, have crucified the 

U Flejh with the Affections and Lujls. 

And befides this, giving all ^Diligence, 
2?<*is>add to your Faith, Virtue \ and to Fir- 
® c ' fue, Knowledge 5 and to Knowledge, 
Temperance % and to Temperance, . fPj~ 
t fence* and to Tafience, God/inefs;< — ■ 
and to Godlinefs, Brotherly-ktndnefs j 
and to Brotherly-kindnefs, Charity.* ■ » 
For ifthefe Things be in you, and abound, 
they make you, that ye [ball neither be 

barren 
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barren, not unfruitfid in the Knowledge 
of our Lord^fefus Chrifi. 

By thofe few, of many Inftances, con- 
tained in the Holy Scriptures, and in the 
Books of the Martyrs, the Country Par- 
ion and his Collegues (the wife Clergymen) 
may eaflly judge of their Miniftry •— Call 

and Ordination. If it be of Chrift, it 

ttiuft and will be free — rBut if it be of An- 
tichrifh and from the Church of Rome* 
it is a nireling Miniftry But it is a hire- 
ling Miniftry, and therefore not of Chrift. 

By this moft juft and reafonable Rule, 
which I prcfume, they will not (nay they 
cannot) rcafonably deny, they are now 
left at the Gates of Rome. 

But give me leave to premife one thing 
more in this plac£; and that is, if the 
Country Parfon infills on being a Minifter 
of the Gofpel, as he boldly aliens in the 
Beginning of his Plea, he muft leave his 
prefent Ordination at the Gates of Rome, 
from whence it came, and return from 
thence ; For fake thefoolith, and lwe y and 
go in the way of Underjfanding. 

■ Begin in the School of Chrift 5 Proy . 

Take hisToke upon him, and he will learnt. 
him to be meek and lowly in heart 5 andM*x.™- 
then he frail find Reft to his Soul. This 29 * 
being done, he will foon be fitted to take 
Degrees in that one, only Emmanuel Col- 
lege, whereof Chrift Jefus, only, is Lord 
and Gave r Hour. 

I This 
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id. vii. % This is he of whom the Trophtt Jpake. 

^J ac . -*-Ahd of whom the Angel tf tffe Lord 

* 3 . ' ' fpaketo Jofcph. \ / 

. I (hall now recommend him to convcrfc 
with thofefioly Books, fc>efore men tion'd, 
r— -to compare his own Life and Pra&ice 
witb that of the Monk, mention'd in the 
foregoing Chapter, who poifoned himfelf 
in perpetrating (to attion) the Death of 
King John, on the Account of Tythes. 

i Thcf. v. Quench not the Spirit, defpife not Tro* 

lohn V ffyfy **£*** w ^icti proceed from the Spirit, 
jo niv. ^ ^ ^^j ^ ^ God is 4 Spirit j and they 

that worship him, muji worfbip him in 
Spirit and, in Truth. 

Mock not them that fear the Lord, for 
Although this People were firft called Qua- 
kers, from the Word Ttemulus, in Derifion, 
[yet they are not afliamed. to bear that or 
any other Name for Chrifl's Sake : For 

Ifa lxi tk us k^k the Lord, the Heaven is my 
,,%. \ Throne, and the Earth is my Footftool, 
where is the Houfe that ye build unto me, 
and where is the Tlace of my Reft? for 
all tho/e things hath mine handmade, and 
allthofe things have been, faith the Lord*, 
but to this man will I look K even to him 
: that is poor, and of a contrite Spirit l , and 
trembleth at my. Word. — — 

Pray remember that Mofes was a Quaker, 

Ails vii. $2. as alfo Job, Ch. xxi. o. and 

tDavid, Pfalm cxix. 120. and Ezekiel, 

' Chap. xii. 1 8. and Habakkuk Chap. iii. 16. 

with 



with the Prophet 'Daniel* Ch.x. if. and 
*Paul the great Apoftfe of the Gentile^ 
ABs ix. tf. From thofe few of many In- 
stances, it plainly appears, that a right Qua- 
ker is the true Chriftian 5 and why fo mucli 
Mockery and Ridicule at the Name Qtialccf. 
or at the Spirit, the Light, the Grace, ana 
the Truth ?—wh:ch came by Jcfus Ctlritt 
whom ye petfecutfc. Ails ix. •$.+* ■ '* 
s Commemorate the Sufferings and Mar- 
tyrdom* df obr PredcceiTob, uhder tfikt 
Anti : chriftiin Yttke of Popery, under which 
they Wertf grievoufly perfeeuttfd, rortUr'd* 
and put to Death, for Cbflfciencc fak& 
Towards the beginning of iffcrf's Atts and 
/Monum*. there are tobfe found four Coi£ A ^' h i ojn# 
^derations given out toJQflriftian Pfrdtfefl- 

tants, Profeflbrs 6f T the GofpeJV witha1>ritf 
•Exhortation inducing tb Reformation f tff 
liifc. — ^The-^d Confldfcration *fein£ flidttf, 
1 give it as follow eth, viz. ■• ^ • .: j o.> 
" rr ' < ? As theft thmgsrfifft, ante to be con- *1 Confi- ^ 
<c fidered concerning our fclvcs 5 ;C& feL dcwio11 - 
" condly, lct ; us confidWMkewlfctbe.Statt 
f and Times of other our ^*umrymeii 

* and blcffcd Martyrs ^fote-paftj whalt 
« IStorms of Perfections **hcy fuftainoc^ 

* what little Reft they had j.- with what B- 
" nemies they were matched; wit£ what 
" Croflcs preffeti, under what Princes, un- 
a dtt what Prelates they lived; ci rather 
" died. In the Days *f King Henry IV. 
f King >Einr)V. King <£k#7 VII. King 

I 2 «' Henry 
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Henry VIII. Queen Mary, &c. under 

Bonner Bifhop of London* Gardiner 
u Bifhop of Winchefter, Chohnky, Story \ 
" Bifhop Afundely Stoke (ley, Courtney , and 
€< fVarham.——ht what time, Children 
" were caufcd to fet fire to their Fathers, 
V and the Father adjured to accufe the Son, 
" the Wife to accufe the Husband, the 
" Husband the Wife, Brother the Sifter, 
" Sifter the Brother; Examples whereof 
" are plenty in this Book to be feen. 

And fhali wc, profc fling the Gofpel, 
claiming that honourable Title of Chrifti- 
anity, fall into the Footfteps of thofe no* 
torious, moft barbarous, and bloody Pcrfc- 
CUtors? (God forbid.) Let us coolly think, 
maturely judge, and compare the Caufe of 
their Sufferings, with that of the Quakers, 
iand wc will find it the felf fame thing,*— 
they fuffercd for Confcience fake, and fo 
do the Quakers. 

And forafmudi as thofe things appear 
fb very plain and clear to me, I am refold 
ved (by the Grace of God) to take up the 
Oofs of Chrift, (having already refufed a 
Church-Living, to the Amount of 400 L 
per Annum) and deny my felf of all flefcly 

Lufts, which war againft the Spirit and 

turn Quaker > not doubting but I (hall get 
my Bread with honeft Induftry. I have 
more Peace in my folid Contemplations of 
(his kind,; than ever I could find in taking 
the Quakers Tythes, though I cannot ac- 
6 ~ " cufe 
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cafe my felf of any Cruelty cowards than. 
Tis true, the Law allows it, but my Con- 
fidence farbtdstcj Imcia iwfcrr of <*6d 
written in inyfifeatr, (/. f.)" my COnfddfis 
Thoughts and Understanding. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Immunities of the Clergy in Germany, in 
Henry the VUIths Reign. 

ifa!^? T> O P E Adrian the 6th, wrote a rail- 

*• P- 75- JL * n g Letter to the Princes of Germany 

againft Martin Luther > charging him of 

being a new Raifer up of old damnable 

Heretics, &c. io. 

He gave Inftru&ions under feven Gene- 
ral Heads to Cheregatus his Legat, touch- 
ing his Proceedings in the Dyet of Noren- 
tyi* **9 W an * ^y what Perfuafions to in- 
cenfc the Princes againft Luther* Sec. — 20. 
lf m The Princes, and States of the Raman 

Empire gave in their Anfwer to the Pope's 
Ambaflador at the Council of Norenberg, 
containing 100 Grievances ■ againft 

which they complained, (20) particularly 
for felling Remiftion of Sins for Money, 

(7o.) 

S3. For Abufes committed in Excommu- 

nication, (40.) 

«5- A Complaint againft Ecclcfiaftical Judg- 

es intermeddling with Cafes of the Secular 
Court, but will not fuffer their own Cafes 
once to be touched of the other, (20.) 

A 
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.A Complaint againft. incorporations «r*5> 
Impropriations, and other pilling of the 
People by ^Churchmen, (6a) . . ... 

A Complaint for buying and felling ofs& 
Burials, (20.) 

Chafte and continent Priefts compelled to 16. 
pay Tribute for Concubines, {30.) 

A Complaint againft the Immunities of 83. 
Clergymen, (20.) which is as follows^ 

a Item y Whofoever he be that hath rt- 
" ceived any Ecclefiaftical Orders great or 
a fmalJ, thereby he doth contend to be 
"freed from all Punilhmenjcof Jthe fecu- 
" lar Magiftrate, how jjreat Otfence fi> 
u ever he dp} neither doth he , janadvifedly 
" prefumj thereupon^ but is .maintained in 
* 4t that Liberty to fin, by the principal Ef- 
u tates of the ; jljlergy 5 ft?*, it h^th often 
u been feeh^ ^at ^wHereas;by the Cjmo- 
<c nical Laws, Pxipfts ar? forbidden to mar- 
u ry, afterwards they diligently labour, and 
li go about Day and Night to attempt and 
" try the Chaftity of/Mattpps, Virgins, and 
tc of the Wives, 1 Daughters, ancf Sifters of 
" the Laymen ^ and through their conti- 
K nuallnftancQ and Labour, partly with 
" Gifts and Rewards, and flattering Words, 
" partly, by their fecfet Confeffions, (as 
" they call, them) as it hath been found 
u by Experience, they bring to pafs, that 
" many Virgins and Matrons, which o- 
" therwife would be honeft, have beenxv 

'Overcome, 
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* vercome, and moved to Sin and Wick* 
" cdnefs i' and it happened* oftentimes, 
" that they do detain and keep away the 
u Wives and Daughters from their Hus- 
bands and Fathers, thr&tning them 
with Fife and Sword, that do require 

44 tbenA again. Thus through their raging 

* Lufts they heap and gather together in- 
a numerable Mlfchiefs and Offences 5 it 
" is to be marvelled at, how licentiopfly 

~ u without Puntfhment they diily offend 
u in Robberies, Murder, accufing of In- 
a nocents, Burning, Rapine, Theft, and 
tt Counterfeiting of Coin ; befides a thou- 
u fand other lands of Mifchiefs, contrary 
u and againft all Laws, both of God and 
4< Man, not without great Offence of q- 
u thers, ttufting only upon the Freedom 

• u and tibettjrof Sin, Which they ufurp 
M unto themfdves, by the Privilege of 
44 their Canons J for Whienas they once 
44 perceive, that it is fciwful for them to 

* do what they lift, without Controul- 

* ment, then they do, not only contemn 
41 the Civil Magiftrafcs, but alfo their 
." Bi(hops and Superiors, whatfoever they 
" either command or forbid them to do. 

k 4€ And moreover, to the intent they 
41 may be the more maintained in their 

* Mifchief and Wickedncfi, contrary 
44 to all Reafon and Equity, it is part- 
u Ij forbidden the Arch-Bifhops and 
<$ Bifhop$, to condemn fhefe Malefa&ors 

cc openly, 
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4 openly, except they be firft degri- 

€C ded, which muft be done with Sumpta- 

u oufhefs and Pomp * whereby it happen* 

€i eth very feldom, that thofe anointed, 

" naughty Packs, do receive condign Pu- 

" nifhment. Befides, that the Bithops are 

" fo bound by their Chapters, that they 

" dare not punifti any Perfon which hath 

" taken Orders, by the canonical Laws, 

" be the Puntfhment never fo light or 

c< (mall; by reafon whereof, the Matter 

" fo falleth out, that through this unc- 

" qual Partiality between the Laity and 

<c the Clergy, great Hatred, Difcord, and 

" DifTcnfion is fprung and rifen ; it is al- 

" fo not a little to be feared, that if the 

" Clergy, which are the Caufe of thi* 

" Grievance, and of other Mifchiefs (which 

a daily they do proceed to perpetrate,) 

" have not -like Laws, equal Judges, and 

" like Puntfhnents, their offenfive Life 

il will move and ftir up great Tumults 

" and Sedition amongft the common £co- 

<( pie, not only againft the Clergy them- 

u felves, but alfo againft the Superiors 

4< and Magiftrates, for that they leave (6 

€t notorious Offences unpuntfhed. ' ( 

<c Wherefore Neceffity and Jufticc dotli 

M require, that the faid prejudicial JPrivi- 

" leges of the Clergy (hould be abrogate, 

<c and taken away, and in their Place, it 

be provided, ordained, and decreed, 

that the Clergy of what Order or De- 

K , " $rec 
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a gree Coevwithey -bcv fhail hiVc iikrt 
<c Laws, like Judgment, . and PUniffi^ 
li ment, as the Laity have i to that the} 
^ il>all preterit no Prerogjatife or Frcedoftt 
^ in like Pfffcacck mord,than the Lay- 
€i Men:. But that every one *>f the Clef'- 
" gy offending, under the' Judge whert 
," the Offence is committed, ihall beptr- 
"nifted for his fad, according t6 the 
" Meafure and Quality of his Offence, 
" in.fuch lifce manner as other Ma lefa&ors 
cc arp, jtfith the Punifhmcnt appointed by 
:<? : the comfl*>njJUwa of the Empire; 
^. which Thjng; (without dotfbt) will 
€C pl^afe the true Minifters of the Church, 
<c inch ^sareJHoneft and Learned, and 
" they will not think their Power and 
" Authority thereby in any Cafe dimi- 
& niflied. By^thismeansitftiallbebroiight 
cc to pafs, that &chas are of the Clergy, 
€t only by Name, and otherwise naughty 
w " wicked Men, through: the Obedience 
'* jdue unto .tfcwtir Magistrates, fliaUr be 
c < compelled to Jive more Hoocftly, and 
c c ? ,aji Sedition find privy Hatred .between 
^ tjiem and?tfee;L*ity, fl^Ubejtataway; 
ic and finail^thffl»by, f the Laity Aall be 
,«jchs mpre> aoweici andjftirrcd to love 
.ft--T$ad reverence fuch of the Clergy as 
V heof a fi)|ibdiLifir. . , . \j 
; . H$nce you m&jtkarn how neceffary and 
expedient it i£±o.kcep the Clergy im- 
-■:•;■•.;.*./• der 
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dcr the Power and Jutifdiftion of the 
"Laws. 

ift, For the King's Sake, they fliould 
be Subjects, not Rulers. 

2«///, For the People's Sake, they fliould 
be gopd Slampff s and, PatBDns, " . 

$Mf t Pot their own Sa£es, that they 
may adorn their Miniftry, by a Life of 
Chaftity and Holinefs. 
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Reason and Wisdom: 



SHEWING 



That Reason is the Terfe&ion of 
Wisdom 5 as will appear * if it can be 
made out, that this, duly improved by 
Study and Religion, is Mafter of the 
<Pajfions„ 



H AT it is in the power of Reafon 
to command and fubduc the Paf- 



«*• fions, I could by great Variety of 
Arguments demonftratc ; but (hall at pre- 
sent chufe to confine myfelf to one popular 
and (I think) undeniable Inftance, made 
mention of by Jofephus in his Hiftory of 
the Jews, concerning Eleazar, and the 
ieven Brethren (Maccabees) martyr'd with 
their Mother in- the Reign of Antiochus 
the Tyrant, becaufe they would not eat 
Swine's Flefh, and Meats offered to Idols,' 
&c. — All thefc defpifing the moft exqui- 

fitc 
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fite Pains and Tortures, arid pcrfeVcring e- 
ven unto Death; have put it pafta doubt, 
how abfolute a Command Reafon hath o- 
vcr the Paflions. 

The Queftion to be refolved, is plainly 
this : Whether Reafon can controul and 
govern the Paflions .> And in order to this 
Refolution, 'tis fit we explain what we 
mean by Reafon, what by Paflion, how 
-many diftind Species of Paflions there be ; 
and whether this Dominion of Reafon, 
which we affert, extend to all, or but fome 
forts of Paflions. By Reafon then, I mean 
the .intellectual Faculty, improved and 
rightly guided by Confideration ; and mak- 
ing a Life of Wifdom its Choice and chief 
Concern : By Wifdom again, I understand 
the Knowledge of Divine aijd Human Af- 
Jairs, and the true Caufes and Grounds, of 
each 5 fuch as we attain to by the Dif- 
cipline and Inftru&ion of the Law : which 
teacheth us to embrace thofe Truths which 
relate to God, with Reverence % and thofe 
xegarding JV^an, as things dired^d to, and 
ufeful fpt the Benefit of the World. 
Wifdom again is commonly branched into, 
and allowed to confift of four principal 
Virtues 5 to wit, Prudence, Juftice, Forti- 
tude, and Temperance : The nobleft and 
moft comprehenfive of thefe is Prudence ; 
and to this it is chiefly, that Reafon is be- 
holden for the Dominion it attains to over 
the Paflipns— * 

* Thofe 
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Tfaofe £affions again may be reduced to 
V two fo genera) Heads, as (hah include than 

' all, Fkafur'e (I itiean) and Pain > each of 

which ads upon the Soul as its proper Ob* 
r jedt ; and each again hath feveral othir Af- 

fedions, coupled as it were in pairs, to at- 
tend it, and divcrfified by Time and other 
Ctfreniriftaflces from ks Maftcr-pafliort. 
Thus, in the cafe of Plea fu re, that which 
goes before it, isDefire* that whicfttfok 
lows after it, is Joy : and fo for Pain too, 
Tear goes befote, and Sorrow comes behind 
it. But Anger, I think, will not fait uadct 
any fach Diftin&ion, feeing rather a mixt 
Pafliony adtnihiftfing fomewhae of Pi<»- 
fure and Pain both, to them who arc fen- 
ftble when it comes upon them, and nicety 
obfervc how they are aff^6d with it. Un- 
der the Head of Plcafutty'&g&i, thfire ap- 
pears to be included a ifioft Vile Malignity, 
the rtidft various and complicated of any 
Paffion whatsoever * fo fcandalous is its 
Produ&, fo manifold i»t$ Forms j that the 
Mind is chiefly vitiated by It/ when It ipV 
pears in Arrogance and Avarice, -Envy 
^and Contention, Off. Arnd the Body more 
immediately concerned, tf hen it briafe 
' out into Gluttony and Sordiettiefr; ftrfPlea- 

. fure and Pain grow out of the Sdul and 
Body, like Branches out of a common 
Stodk, and each of thefe'Branohes have 
abundance of other fubordinate Affe&ions, 
which fprout out of them tike little Shoots 

and 
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tod Suckers NqW aty di^Ke it the !*«£ 
jrct Province of itaafon* like a^kiifiifcVinc- 
Drefler, to fcane Jtftd purge, to*:orre& 
end ^manage, iand; by air poiflifrle ways to 
trail (plant and eiartfoble, by jforeetning *U 
the wild and four Kinds, md 4b cultivating 
«nd improving that fab^ft-taiatter of Baft* 
items and Habits, that, even* that which is 
i)^ Nature refifcfei and vicious, may by Art 
acid Management be made generous and 
good : for Reafon leads us on to, and ad*- 
vances Virtue, by teftraintog md over- 
powering the Vehemence of fhofelPaflion^ 
whichcarry us away iaw>Viee» A-odthat thia 
is not affirmed without ground; convince 
thy fclf what a mighty Bffii&it4iath in mat* 
ters where the Virtue 6f Temperance isob* 
drafted. Now-lkmperaftce is nothing elfe 
but the Maftery attained over a Man's De- 
fir*'; and this is obtained by&eafon : Of 
■thefe Defires, fome are more peculiarly 
concerned with tk& Soul, and others with 
* he f Body; and of both theft fern, Rea- 
fort fesms to have * 4 the Command : for I 
<€aro»ot buo c&ttctude, that when *>nr Ap- 
plies ft^-vejyifti»i*gly tofuch delicious 
iFobds as are forbidden by our Phyficians, 
and we, ikltwithftanding luch Inclinations, 
do abftam from them upon that vety .ac- 
count, that we ought not to- indulge the 
-4ifc of thcm$ this is- a 'very- plain itiftance 
bow high a hand Reafon carries over thefe 
Jfcfltom, which thus does in the temperate 
•• Man, 
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Man, not * only fufpend, but whdlly time 
and turn into another Courfe, the nioft 
eager Defires of the lower of thefe Divi- 
sions, and- perfc£tly tie up all the Motions 
of the Body, that it (hall hot make any 
ftrong Effort, or Struggle, in oppofition to 
the Word of Command given by this Go- 
vernor -aboVe. 

But: this perhaps will not deferve to be 
thought any great matter, in comparifon 
of thofe mod furious Defires of the Soul, 
which Luft and £eauty kindle ; and yet Jo- 
feph hath got himfelf immortal Renown, 
for abfolutely quelling thefe, even when 
invited to gratify them, and urged by all 
the Fire of Youth to comply with fuch In- 
vitation. Nor is even this allaying the 
Fury of vehement Purfuits after Pleafure, 
and abftaining from the impure Aft, the 
utmoft which Rcafon may or ought to do > 
for it is plain our very Inclinations are un- 
der its Jurifdidtion 5 otherwife, the Law 
would have been more abfurd in laying upon 
us a Command fo impracticable as that, 
" Thou fhalt not covet thy Neighbour's 
iC Wife, or any rhing that is thy Neigh- 
cc hour's." Now it is plain, that when 
the Law forbids us fo much as to defire at 
all, it much more ftrongly implies, that 
Rcafon is able to curb and conquer our 
Defires. And thus it is, not only in thofe 
things which are oppofitc to the Virtue of 
Temperance, but that of Juftice alfo $ for 

other-* 
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Other wife, what Remedy could there be 
for reforming the gluttonous and greed y± 
the niggardly and fordid Man ? But now, 
as foon as any Man orders his Conven- 
tion according to the Precepts of the La# 
of God in his Heart, though he be of ne- 
Ver fo covetous a Difpofition, yet does he 
find himfelf obliged to lptod to the Poof, 
Without taking Ufury for his Money, and 
to remit thfc Debt if the Debtor be infol- 
vent* 

I could give fcvehl other Iriftarices where- 
by it will appear, that Reafon governs our 
Pailions, for the Law dobs in fOme Cafes 
exercife Dominion over the natural Affec- 
tion to bur Parents, forbidding us for their 
fakes to betray thfc Caufe of Truth and 
Virtue. 

And fo agaiii, bver the LoVe id but 
Children, by ordering us to make them 
Examples when they do amifs. 

Reafon, when a£ted by the Law, does 
overcome our Hatred to our Enemies $ foi 
It prohibits the cutting down their Fruit- 
Trees j it orders us to reftore to our Ene- 
mies the things which they have loft, and 
to help their Cattle, when fallen and in 
diftrefs : and by the Gofpel we are taught 
to do Good for Evil. Reafon bears Sway 
over the moft violent Paffioris* fuch as 
Ambition, Vain-glory, and Enf y 5 fot all 
thefe evil Difpofitions,the fober and con- 
federate Mind fubdues and drives away : 

L and 
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and fo it does Anger alfo, which though 
the moft ungovernable of all Pattions, is 
Tubje^ to Reafon. Were it not fo, how 
could Jcaob fo feverely condemn that Fadb 
of his Sons, Simeon and Le vi 9 when they, 
contrary to Reafon, did utterly dcftroy the 
whole Race of the Sichernites $ faying, in 
abhorrence of their intemperate Rage, 
Gen.xlix." Curfed be their Anger, for it was fierce 5 
7. " and their Wrath, for it was cruel?" 

Which Words are plainly the Voice of 
Reafon getting the better of Refentment. 

In a word, when God created Man, and 
endued him with Power of Confederation, 
and free Choice, he did at the fame time 
implant in his Nature Variety of Paffions 
and Difpofitions, and fet his intellectual 
Mind in the Throne, to exercife Govern- 
ment over all the fenfual Appetites within 5 
which being done, he gave the Law, as a 
Rule whereby Man might exercife that Go- 
vernment, and lead a Life of Temperance, 
Juftice, andGoodnefs. What ground then 
can there be for that Obje&ion, which 
makes a Doubt whether Reafon can matter 
the Paffions, becaufe it does not appear 
that it attains to an abfolute Mattery ovei; 
Forgetfqlnefs and Ignorance. 

This is a very ridiculous Exception, for 
Reafon does not appear to have an abfo- 
lute Power over fuch Defe&s as belong to 
the intellectual Soul % but fuch as are fen- 
fitive and bodily. Nor is its Power over 

thefe 
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thcfc pretended to be fuch, as (hould ex- 
tirpate and quite take away our Defires * 
but only fuch as preferves Men from being 
enflaved to their Defires. No Man can 
utterly diveft himfelf of the Paflion of An- 
ger, but he may, by Reafon, find Reme- 
dies againft it, and prevent his being borne 
down by the Violence of it. 

We are not to expeft that Reafon (hould 
fet us clear from all evil Difpofitions 5 but \ 

it will fuccour us in our Conflicts with, j 

and enable us to ftand our ground againft, 
fuch Difpofitions : for the proper Office of 
Reafon is not to change, but to affift Na- 
ture % not to be a Deftroyer, but an Aux- 
iliary. 

This Matter may receive fome Illuftra- 
tion from the Example of UavM. We 2 Sam. 
read that he, after he had been a whole x % X Q^ TQn 
Day engaged with an Army of ^hiliftines^ x i. 
and made a great Slaughter of them, in J° fc P h * 
the Evening retir'dinto his royal Tent, fa- p ' 7 * 7 ' 
tigued and fpenr, where all his Officers 
and Chieftains were encamped round a- 
bout him 5 the reft of the Company re- 
fre(hed themfekes contentedly, but the 
King, being exceeding thirfty, could not 
fatisfy his Appetite with any Water drawn 
out of thofe Springs of which they had 
plenty at hand, but a Deftre feized him to 
drink of the Water fetched from the Ene- 
mies Garrifon. Hereupon, fome of the 
King's mighty Men, being deeply concern* 
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ed to (ktisfy the King's Longing, armed 
themfelves, took 3 Pitcher, broke thro" 
the Enemies Trenches, palled their Guards, 
fought out the Well of Bethlehem, and 
brought from thence to the King the Wa- 
ter which hp fo vehemeptly longed for. 
But he, though parched with Thirft and 
eager Defoe, recolle&ed how dangerous 
and finful a thing it would he, to gratify 
his Appetite at the hazard of his Servants 
Lives, and thought the drinking that Wa- 
ter would be, in efFed, to drink their Blood : 
and therefore, oppofing his Reafon to his 
Inclination^ he poured it out folemnly to 
the Lord. Thus a Mind ftridtly temperate; 
and wife, is able to overcome theftrongeft 
Paffions, to quench the Burnings o.f the 
moft furious Defires, to contend with the 
moft exquifite bodily Pains, and vanquifh 
all the Force of Pafllon, by a fteddy Prin T 
ciple of Virtue and Goodnefs $ as appear? 
by the following Inftance. 

It happened, that Antiochus the Tyrant, 
felting himfelf upon an eminent Place, 
and furroupded by his Counfellors and 
Rulers, a ftrong Body of armed Men, 
commanded many of the Hebrews to be 
brought by force before him, and there 
to be compelled %o eat Swine's Flefh, and 
Meats offered to Itfols ; which if any re- 
fufed to pollute themfelves with, they 
were immediately put tQ the Torture, and 
ilain before him. Wheq many had been 

thu« 
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thus barbaroufly treated, at length One E- 
jeazar, a principal Man of the City, of 
the Priefts Family, a Lawyer by Profeffion, 
far advanced in years, known and well 
efteemed by many of Antidc hus*s Servants, 
by reafon of his Age and Character, was 
brought before him, Antiachus behold- 
ing the Man, fpoke to him in the follow- 
ing manner: 

Antiochus'/ Speech to Eleawlr, 
« Before I proceed to ufe any Severity, J°fipV 
<? let me advife ttwe, reverend old Man, £ ^2 
to preferve thy Life, by fubmitting to c 
eat of Swine's Flelh $ for I pay great 
f? refpeft to thy Age and grey Hairs, and 
" am furprized, that the Experience of fo 
f i many years, fliould not have rtade theo 
." wifer, than ftill to perfevere in the yew- 
u ijk Sijperftition. Itfeems to rtieamoft 
nnreafonable thing for Men to abridge 
€€ themfelyes of any innocent Pleafures* 
and great Injuftice to them fe Ives, and 
* Ingratitude to Nature, to refufe any of 
f* thofe Enjoyments which her Bounty 
hath provided for us. Why fhould'ft 
thou then exprefe fuch Abhorrence of 
" that mod delicious of all Meats, which 
f € fhe feems, in the Flelh of Swine, to 
" have deiigned as our beft Entertain- 
a ment, and a lingular Favour } This may 
< c in others feem fomewhat more exeu- 
nt fable, but in you, who are a Perfon of 
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te better Judgment, it would be a moft an- 
u accountable Folly, to be prejudiced by 
€€ a falfe and empty Notion of Religion ; 
u and for an idle Fancy to contemn my 
" Authority, and draw a needlefs Punifh- 
f € men upon your own Head. Wilt not 
4€ thou then fuffer thy Eyes to be open'd, 
€ i and be awaken'd out of this Dream of 
" thy peculiar Perfuafion, and fet thy felf 
" free from the Bondage of fo morofe and 
" lingular a Notion i Will this friendly Ex- 
v population prevail for no Deference to be 
" paid my Kindnefs, and the Compaffion I 
^ have for thy Age, move thee to no Com* 
u paflion upon thy felf? methiaks it fhould. 
" For though what I have faid, does not 
f l convince thee pf the Vanity of thy Opi- 
<c nion i£ this point 5 yet thou muft needs 
" allow, that if there be a Power above, 
" which does, as you fuppofe, require the 
u Gbfervapce of this Religion, that Power 
" hath fo much Goodnef$ as to pardon the 
" Tranfgreflion of hi$ Laws, when this is 
u not the Offender's own Aft an4 Choice, 
te but the efFcft of Force and pure Con- 
" ftraint. 

EleazarV Reply. 
l°fy*- Eleazar having heard, thefe words, 
begg'd of the King Liberty to fpeak for 
himfelf 5 which being granted, he did, in 
prefence of all the Aflembly, deliver him- 
felf to this effeft : 

" Be 
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" Be pleafed to underftand, Royal Sir; 
" that wd who are fulty convinced, that 
" it is our Duty, in all things to behave our- 
u felves according to- the Law given : us by 
u God,are perfe&ly perfuaded,that noNccef- 
a fity can more oblige us,no Force be ftronger 
€t upon us, than that by which we ftand 
" bound to obey his Law % and for this rfea- 
" fon we think our afting contrary to it, 
a cannot be dilpenfed with on any. terms . 
" whatfoever. Nay, thb' our Law were nof, 
" as you are pleafed to fijggeft,. really di- 
€i vine, yet, Sir, I muft crave kavetb fay, that 
u fo long as we continue to believe; it c ji-^ ) m.xiv. 
<c vine,that very Perfuafion ought tobi an ef- 
" fe&ual Reftraint upon us, from.vitolatihg, 
or thinking meanly of, any religious Or- 
dinances, eftablifh'd by it. Dd not there- 
" fore imagine, Sir, if we fhould fubmic 
" to defile our felves by unclean Meats, that 
" this would be reckon'd a fmallandpar- 
" donable fault, for the preemption of the 
<e Offender is the fame, and the Authority 
" of the Law equally infulted, be the In-' 
iC ftance, in which a man trangreffes, greater 
" or lefs : the fad itfelf makes no difference 
" in point of guilt. Next you were pleafed, 
Sir, to fpeak contemptuoufly of our Re- 
ligion, as an Inftitution unbecoming Men 
of Reafon and Philofophy : but I muft be 
" bold to fay, it is the beft and moft con- 
<c fummate Philofophy 5 for it teaches us 
st Temperance, the Conqueft of our Paf- 
~ " fions 
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u fiofts and Dtfires, and fc*s us aboVg all 
<c our Pleafures* ft trains us up in the Exer- 
€i cife of Fortitude, and commands us to un- 

* dcrgo all manner of Pain willingly and 

* chearfiilly $ it teaches iis the moft cxa& 
u Juftice, and orders us to confine our Wor- 
u (hip and ahlblute Reverence to the one 
*' true God j where alone they are of Right 
" due. Upon this Account we dare not 
" eat things prohibited and unclean ; for 
" we are fully perfitaded, that God who 
<c created qur Nature, had due regard to it : 
" That thejvety Inftitution of this Law was 
*•* fo far from a Hardfhip, as in itfelf to be 
<c an Aft of GoodneG and Mercy ; and that 
<c the things forbidden arc hurtful to our 
€c Souls; whereas thofe allowed for Food, 

* are ufeful and convenient for us : it is 
a therefore the very extremity of Tyranny 

* to force us, not only to fin againft our 
€< Law, but to cat that which is thereby not 
" allow'd us > becaufe of a quality not fit 
« to be eaten. But this, Sir, is a fort of 
" Triumph, which I fliail never give you 
« c over me; nor muft I falfify the folemti 
" Oaths and holy Engagements* whereby 
" our Anceftors have bound themfelves and 
" their Pofterity, to the faithful Obfervance 
cc of this Law, not though you fhould com- 
€< mand my Eyes to be bor'd out, and my 
c< Bowels to be burnt : no, Sir, old Agd 
u hath not fo impaired my Mind, or cn- 
" feebled my Body, but that when Reli-' 

« gioft 



f gion andDuty cal,l me to it, myReafon cari 
f. c yet approye itfelf yputhful and vigorous. 
€€ If this : %q?ly provoke you, prepare your 
€< Inftrumenrs of Torture* and heat your 
ic Furnace ^hotter ftillj all. t,hat fljall: not 
« c move/metofpare my old Age, fpas for 
^ the faying my Perfon, to violate the Law 
< c of mjr Country, and my God. Np; holy 
^ c Law to> which I owe my Inftru&ion, I 
« .will ,ncverdefert fo excellent a Matter* 
?f no, thcpideareft of all Virtues, f Temper 
"?' ranee, .by which w? prefer ve pur nativp 
€C Sovereignty oyer out Appetite I will 
€€ never abjure thee x no, thou beft of all 
" Philofophy, I will, never difgr;ace. thee? 
«f ho, bpkji Order of ;Priefthppd and Stu- 
€C dy of: the Law, I will neither fprqgo^ 
" nor be a blemifh to you. • My Anceftors 
" fhall find me come to them pure and 

" conftant j a Soul as free from fuch (lain. 

> » » • - * ,• ' 

" as undaunted under all manner of Torr 

« - *■ * * 

ifi ments, even unto Death/- . 

When h t e,had made this noble Reply to 
the ^Tyrant's, treacherous Exhortations, the 
Soldiers that ftood by^ handled him very 
roughly* , and dragged him in rage to the 
Place of Execution : there, firftofall, they 
ftripp'd of£his Clothes, then haying pi- 
.nion'd him* they fcourged him with Whips; 
on both fides, till they had almoft flay'd 
him, and an Officer, on each ftde 5 crying 
at every SStrokCj obey the King's Com* 
inandment. But the brave Eleazar was 
ho more nioved by their Scourgings thari 

M if 
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if all he endured had been but a Dream. 
The good old Man flood with his Eyes 
lifted up to Heaven; his Flefh torn off from 
his Sides to the very Bone; the Blood 
ftreaming dotfn from his Body to the 
Ground i till at laft, being no longer able 
to bear up againft fuch Wounds and Pains, 
and lofs of Blood, he fell down upon the 
Pavement j but this was an Infirmity con- 
fined to his fcody, for ftill 'his .Mind was 
•as ereft, as far frorii being bcrit as ever. 
Hereupon one of the mcrcilefs Soldiers 
ftamp'd upon his Belly, and fpurn'd his 
Sides and Stomach to ralfe him up again i 
flill he fuftain'd their barbarous Infolence, 
defpifed the force they put upon him, and 
bore his Pains with fo much Magnanimity, 
that even he, who lay under the Torment, 
vanquifh'd the hard-hearted Wretches that 
infli&cd it; and moved their Admiration 
by fo refolute and noble a Soul, in a Body 
fo aged and infirm* 

Some of thefc therefore, partly in meer 
pity to his Years, and partly upon the ac- 
count of former Acquaintance with him, 
though they were Servants to the King, 
drew near and faid. 
jofeph. " Why do you thus, for no manner of 
p* 74°- " Rcafon, expofe your felf to all thefe 
" Sufferings ? Permit us, Eleazar, to fet 
" before you, fome lawful and clean Meats, 
and do you make as though you did eat 
Swine's Flefh, according tothe King's 

• " Com- 
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€€ . Cpftraiand ; fo fliall you fave your Life* 

*< and yet fomroit no Wickednefs/' 

But Eleasjar flnfwer'd y • • 

fC Far be it from us. who are Children 
* c oiAbrabaffiy to be. guilty of fuch' Cqw- 
5 C ard.ice and wicked Subtlety, by fo much 
^ as feeming to do an A& that doc$. pot 
<* become us- How abfurd would it be 
iC for me, who have led a Life of Since- 
€i rity and Truth hitherto, and preftryed 
€€ my Reputatioa free from Blemifh, by a 
<c ftrid obferyance of the Law, to change 
€i my Cpurle now in extreme old Age, 
< c and let an ill Example to others, to 
<c purcHafe a little Remainder of Life at 
iC the Esjpence of 'foul Diflimulation, and 
<c live that little while a Sqorn and Laugh- 
u ing-Stpck to all the Worjd, for my Fear 
€€ and bafe Compliance \" 



4 

When they perceived him thus refolute 
and inflexible, and that, their Pity could 
have np manner of Influence upon him, they 
changed their Difpofition, and brought him 
to the Fire i there they applied new Inftru- 
mentsof Torture, threw him upon the Fuel, 
and as he burnt,pouredfcaiding and (linking 
Liquors up his Npftrils, whjlft in the mean 
while, his Body was burnt to the very Bone, 
and he. ready to expire, lifting up his Eyes 
to Heaven, he faid, . 

V Thou feeft, my God, the Miferies . I 
€i endure, and that I chufe to die by %kt 

M 2 Cc and 
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*' and Torment, for the fake drthyLaw^ 
" when it was in my power to preserve 
* c my Life by tranfgreffing it 5 be thou 
a therefore gracious, O Lord, tp thy owa 
<f People 3 ' and let the Vengeance execute^. 
a on me, fuffice for what they have de- 
* ferved;' make thou my BloocTa Purifica- 
u tion for them 5 and accept my Life irj- 
* c ftead of their Lives. And with thefe 
Words the holy Man gave up the Ghoft. 

After the Tyrant had made this Expe- 
ment to his lofs, and found himfelf and 
all his barbarous Stratagems outdone, by 
one poor old Man, enraged at this Defeat^ 
he gave Orders to bring before him the 
feven Brethren, with their ancient Mo- 
ther, to whom he made a Speech, in like 
manner as He had done to Eleazar, pro- 
mising them Preferments and great Fa- 
vour, if they would comply with his DeV 
lire, and threatning Tortures, in cafe they 
\vould not obey him. He caufed new 
Inftruments of Tortures to be brought be- 
fore them, to put them into Fear and 
Dread. 

But thofe brave Youths, though then 
in fight of Death, and Tortures worfe 
than Death, would not fubmir, becaufe 
they had attained to a Maftery over their 
Paflions, and were above Terror and Pain ; 
infomuch, that as foon as the Tyrant had 
admonifhed them to eat of his forbidden 
Meats, they all with one Voice., as if all 
had been animated with one and the 
: - • * * : - • fame 
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feme generous Soul, made him the fdl- 
lowing Reply : 

:: <?To what .purppfp, O King,- i$ thi* 

cc delay? if with defign to kjiQw our fuiaJt 

€i Refolutjoq, be afTured, w£ are ready ta 

" conquer Death . in Jts fPQft frightful 

u Shape, rather thai* wanfgrefs the Laws 

<c of our Fathers 5 fpr befides the Reve- 

^ rence due to the. Examples of our An- 

^ ceftors upon other Accounts, this is what 

*' our Obedience to the Law and Precepts 

" of Mofes require from us $ do not thea 

* c attempt to perfuade us to Apoftacy, do 

ic not put on z counterfeit. Pity for them 

•* who know you hate them % even Death 

" itfelf is more fupportable, than fuch an 

* c infulting, diflcmbling Compaffion, a# 

<c would fave our Lives with the LoCs of 

our Innocence. You think to terrify 

us by threatnings of Death and Torture, 

notwithstanding the fame Experiment 

€i made upon the old Man hath fo lately 

€C taught you, how inefFe&ual all fuch 

€< Methods are upon the Servants of thq 

€Q true God. And if the old Men of ouc 

*' Nation endure fo couragioufly fuch ex- 

** quifire Pains for their Religion, is it rea- 

€€ forlable to fu^pofe that the young ortes 

u will fuffer the Reproach of coming be- 

Ce . hind them in Conftancy and Patience? 

14 As we have been educated under his In- 

<5 ftru&ions, fo we fhall conquer after hi$ 

** Jgxample. "Try us, therefore, fee if it 

"be 
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€l be in your power to deftroy our Souls* 
cC when we differ in the Caufe of God and 
c< Religion. No, Sir, this is irnpoflible, 
your Cruelty cannot hurt us ; for , all 
the Effe&s oqr Pains can have, will be 
to fecure us the glorious Rewards due 
* to. unftiaken Patience and injured Vir- 
ci tue. Box upon you the Cqnfequence 
u will be very different and dreadful ; for 
Cc by the Murder of fo many innocent Men, 
€t you arm the divine Vengeance againft 
u yourfelf, for the temporal which you 
" inflift, will become obnoxious to ever** 
u lolling Torments." 

! This Anfwer fo enraged the Tyrant, that 
he caiifcd them all to be put to death, with 
Torments yet more grievous* one byonc* 
in the t prefence of their tender Mother* 
who bore it. all as fo many feveral Deaths 
in her own Perfon, "and with a Soul ur\- 
daunted, when file heard that (he alfo was 
to be ftized and put .to death, voluntarily 
caft her.fclf into the fire. A glorious Mo- 
thcr, thus defeating 1 the Tyrantls Rage and 
Violence, difappointing all his wicked Con- 
trivances, exerting a moft vigorous and 
noble Faith, firm as a ftrong-built Houfe, 
eredted upon her feven Pillars, and Proof 
againft all Shocks that laboured to over- 
turn it. ;. 

Thefc Examples lure will put it paft 
difpute, that Reafori,' improved by Reli- 
gion, is Mafter of Mens Paflions 5 for if 
' '' " the 
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the Paflionswere fuperior.to R'eafon, it Is 
to them that the Praife of this noble Tefti- 
mony to Truth and conftant Virtue, ought 
to be afedbed. ■ But fihce ' this Infiancc 
makes it plain, that the Conflict lay be- 
tween Reafon and the Paflions, and that 
the former was victorious, we cannot with- 
out great wrong. deny, that Reafon is the 
governing Principle- in every Man. 

And fure it would argue a very perverfe 
Obftinacy to pretend the contrary^; after fo 
full a Demonftratkm, not only of bodily 
Pains, but Hkewife, of Pleafures tdo, re- 
filled and vanquished, as hath been proved ; 
fince ir, is evident 'jthc Tendency of our 
PafTions, is conftantly no other than to in- 
dulge Pleafure, and to decline Pain. 
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Sfc E P 1ST L E from /^Yearly;- 

Meeting, held in London, by Adjourn- 
ment, fromthez6th^ayofthe Third 

] Month* to the zd of the Fourth Month 

I inclufive y 173 5 1 

» . r 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings 
of Friends and Brethren, in Great-Bri- 
tain, Ireland, and elfewhere. 

ttearty beloved TrienJt dnJ Brethren, 

^Mutation. jjT"T RACE be unto ypu % and Teace 

from God our Father , and from our 
Lord Jefus Chrijt $ in a renewed 
Senfe of whofe antient Love and Life, and 
Iri the Fellowfliip of the Orie Spirit, the 
Bond of Peace, which at firft united iis 
one utito another, we tenderly ialute y oil j 
knowing that this hath been our Strength 
and Prefervation to this Day, and onJy 
can enable us to perfevere faithful unto the 
End in every good Word arid Work: 
Wherefore we carneftly defire, that the: 
Churches of Chrift every where may there- 
by be eftablifhed unbjameable in Holinefs^ 
and may increafe . and abound in Love one 
towards another, and towards all Men. 

State of fa ^ C arc h um bty thankful to the God and 
Meeting. Father of all our Mercies, that he hath been 
pleafed to favour this our Annual AJfembly 
with his wonted Goodnefs and gracious Vi- 
fitatlons, and that the Affairs and Concerns 
of the Church have been therein earried ori 

Vet 
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in a Spirit of mutual Condefcenfibn and 
Brotherly Love j in which wc impart unto 
you the following Advices. 

By Accounts received from the Quarter- p r . 
ly and Monthly Meetings in England, zso/TrutL 
alfo by Epiftles from IVales, Scotland* 
Ireland* Holland y Barbadoes, Long-IJland, 
Rhode-IJlandy Virginia, New-England, 
Carolina, Tenfihania and the Jerfeys^ 
we have received comfortable Informations 
of the Contjnuahce of Love and Unity in 
the Churches ; and that, although many of 
our antient Friends are removed by Death, 
it hath pleafed the Lord by a frefh Vifi- 
tation to raife up others in divers Places to 
fucceed them, feveral having been of late 
convinc'd, and fome call'd to bear a publicfc 
Teftimony to His Name and Truth. 

The Amount of Friends Sufferings mjceountsof 
England m&lVales brought in this Year,&# r/ »£'- 
being chiefly forTythesand Church- Rates, 
fo called, is Three Thoufand Five Hun- 
dred and Forty Five Pounds and upwards; 
and in Ireland, One Thoufand Five Hun- 
dred and Thirty Four Pounds and upwards, 
making together above Five Thoufand and 
Eighty Pounds. And one Friend is con- 
tinued a Prifoner on Account of Ty thes. 

And, ^Dear Friends, as it hath been the^"* 
Concern of this Meeting frequently to ad-£^ /j * 
vife that Friends fiiould ftand faithful in 
their Teftimony againft that Antichriftian 
Yoke of Ty thes, lb we do now renew our 
Advice in that Reipect. 

N And 
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And we carneftly intreat the Faithful 
among you, to take all fuitable Opportu- 
nities of endeavouring to demonftrate, to 
iiich as are weak and unfaithful, the Im- 
portance of our Teftimony againft receiving 
or paying of Tythcs, the natural Tenden- 
cy whereof is to obtain that Liberty which 
the pureft Ages of Chriftianity enjoy 'd j that 
is, a Liberty for any Perlbn raov'd by the 
Holy Spirit of God, to preach the Doc- 
trine of the glorious Gofpel of our Lord 
and Saviour Jefus Chrift freely, and of 
which they were pot deprived till fuch 
time as great Corruptions of Doctrine and 
Praftice were found amongft the Profeflbrs of 
Chriftianity, and the Civilrowcrs were pre- 
vails upon to meddle with the Confciences 
of the People, which of Right are to be 
fubje&ed to God onjy. 

We cannot therefore but blefs the Lord, 
from an experimental witnefling of the 
Comfort and Spiritual Advantage which a- 
rifes from fuch a Liberty, that he was 
pleafed to raife up our worthy Elders, and 
to give them a Teftimony againft that An- 
tichriftiah Yoke, making them willing, in 
this and other Nations, to fuffer for that 
Teftimony, thereby lhewing to the World 
, what the Love of Chrift is able to do ; for, 
we believe, nothing (hort of that Love 
could have enabled them to fuffer the Spoil 
of their Goods, and the long Imprifonments 
of their Bodies even unto Death, as fome of 
them did, for their confeientious Refuial to 

pay 
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pay Tythes : And we have Reafon to t>6* 
lieve, that if all amongft us hadfollow'd their 
Example, by abiding faithful in this our 
Ghriftian Teftimony, we might before this 
Time have been in a great meafure relieved 
from under that, Oppreffion. 

And as it hath, been frequently the Care c ?* c "*'*& 
and Concern of this Meeting to advife Pa-?,;^^*' * 
rents, and all who have the Tuition and CMdrtn* 
Education of Children, to bring them up 
in the Nurture , and Admonition of the 
Lord : We are ftill fenfible, that there is 
occafion to repeat our tender Advice and 
Exhortation, th?t you would lay this Mat- 
ter clQlely to heart ; for 'tis certain that 
the Prefervation of your Offspring in the 
Way of true Religion and Godlincfs, is of 
much greater Moment , to their Happinels 
both in this Life, and in that which is to 
tome, than any Thing elfe you are capable 
of doing for them:' And therefore we re* 
hew piir Advice, that you be diligently 
excrcifed in fuch a Godly Care, waiting 
upon God for Wifdom from him, firft to 
walk wifely and circumfpe£Hy before them 
your feives, and then you may with more 
Weight and Authority in the Meeknefs of 
that Wifdom inftrud, ad vile, exhort, and 
rebuke, as you {hall fee Occafion. And 
we think it wili contribute very much to 
ydur Succefs in thefe Endeavours, if ycu 
put them frequently in a folcmn Manner 
upon reading the Holy Scriptures, efpecial* 
ly fuch parts of them as relate to the great 

ft z Doc- 
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Do&rines and Precepts of the Chriftian Re- 
ligion, and then wait upon God with them, 
that you may become Inftruments to open 
their Underftandings, and in the Senfe of 
his Power and Wifdom prefs them clofely 
to the Pra&ice of what they read : Such 
an Exe^cife as this begun early, and fre- 
quently repeated, We reepmmend as the in- 
difpenfible Duty of all concerned, and the 
moft likely Means for the Prefervation and 
Improvement of Children in the Way of 
Truth, and through the Lord's Bleffing to 
fecure them from being prevail'd upon, by 
the many falfe deceitful Spirits that are gone 
forth into the World, tending to fubvert 
the Chriftian Faith, and a Pradice and Con- 
vention agreeable thereto. 
Concerning And forafmuch as a true Chriftian Prac- 
p^'af* tice and every Branch of it, is the Fruit and 
Effed of the Inward San&ification of the 
Heart by the Spirit of Chrift, for which we 
*, are frequently to wait on him in all Humi- 

* lity and Lowlinefs of Mind ; We tenderly 

advife, that every Thing tending to obftruft 
or divert' the Minds, either of Children, or 
thofe of. moire advanced Years, from this 
good Exercife, may be carefully avoided 
and taken out of the Way : and it being e- 
vident, that the Glory and Vanity of the 
World, and the Pleafures and Diverfions of 
it, are of this Nature and Tendency 5 We 
n . therefore advife, that all Parents and Maf- 

[ ters in the firft place be good Examples to 

their Children and Families in an humble 

and 
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and circumfpcft walking, and with all 
plainnefi of Habit and Spefech, which isa- 
greeable to the Croft of Chrift, the Exam- 
ple of our ancient Friends, and the frequent 
Advices of this Meeting: And alfo that they 
be very careful not to indulge their Children 
in the Ufe and Pra&ice of Things contrary 
thereunto; for we are fenfible that by fuch 
Habits, of how little moment foever fbme 
may think them, the tender Minds of Chil- 
dren, while very young, being lifted up and 
drawn afide from the Simplicity of the Truth, 
a Foundation is early laid for thofe undue Li- 
berties fo juftly complained of: for a Love 
and Delight in fuch Things, imprudently 
indulged at firft, grows up with them, and 
becomes ftrengthened more and more into 
confirmed Habits 5 and thus fome have be- 
come Enemies to the Crofs of Chrift, and 
forfaken and oppofed the Way of Truth ; 
which poffibly might have been prevented, 
by Parents doing their Duty in being good 
Examples, and not cheriftiing Seeds of Va- 
nity and Folly in their Children,, but on the 
contrary prudently difcouraging every Ap- 
pearance of Evil in them 5 which neceflary 
Duty we earneftly recommend to their fe- 
rious Confideration and Pra&ice. 

And we do farther recommend, as a Concerning 
means very conducive to the Prefervation of ^f Di J ci ' t 
Friends, a People of one Heart and one Way , church! * 
for the Good of themfelves and their Chil- 
dren after them, that the Difcipline of the 
Church, in the feveral Meetings inftkuted 

for 
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for that purpofc, be kept up and nianaged 
in a Spirit f of Wifdom and Love. Let all 
things in thofe Meetings be done with Cha- 
rity, let the Love of God in an efpecial Man- 
ner rule in your Hearts, and therein, tho* 
lbmetimes different Sentiments may arife, 
yet will every particular Member have the 
lame Thing in view, viz. The Glory of 
God and the Good of his Church and Peo- 
ple, and in this Singlenefs of Heart they will 
beft promote the great l£nd and Services of 
thole Meetings : We advife therefore upon 
this Occafion, that nothing be done through 
Strife and Contention, nor from any private 
Views, or the Influence of Numbers, but 
in LoWlinels erf Mind let each efteem an* 
other better than himfelf, and where any 
Debates artfe, endeavour in a Spirit of Meek- 
nefs to convince one another: And as you fo 
Hand mutually engaged in Love, your 
Hearts will be enlarged, and all undue 
Warmths and Difcord will be gradually 
removed, and you will ba enabled through 
Meeknefs, Humility, Long-Suffering, aqd 
Forbearance one of another, to keep th& 
Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace; 
always bearing in mind that excellent Cau- 
tion of the Apoftle, Gal. v. 2 6, Let us not 
be dejirous of Vain-Glory % Provoking one 
another^ Envying one another, knowing 
this, th^t the Fruit of the Spirit is Love^ 
Joy, *Peace, Long-fuffering, Gentlenefs y 
Goodnefs, Faith y Meeknefs, Temperance^ 
againjt fuch there is no Law. And they 

that 
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that are Chrift's have crucified the flejh with thfi 
4ffe8ions and Lufis. If we live in the Spirit, 
let us alfo walk in the Spirit/ Verfe 22, 23, 
24, 25. 

The Advices we have received of the general Advice re- 
Care of Friends to keep clear from defrauding I( f%*°, 
the King in any Branch of his Revenue, are very j^/^ 
acceptable to us, who hold it our indifpenfablfe 
Duty, with regard to Kings, and all that are in 
Authority, to lead a quiet and peaceable Life in 
all Godlinefs and Honefty. 

Again, Dear Friends, we efteem it our Duty E x j[ wrta ^ 
to renew our former Advices, that Friends every thns to 
where take diligent Care to prevent, as much as Juftke\ 
poffible, Perfons profefling with us, defrauding 
their Creditors of their juft Dues, to the great 
Scandal and Reproach of our holy Profeffion ; 
by timely admonifhing and cautioning all thofe 
of our Society, who, by Delays in Payment, and 
breaking their Words and Promifes, give rea- 
fonable Caufe of Sufpicion that their Circum- / 
ftances are Defperate ; advifing all fuch to in-* 
ifpeft their .Accounts, and give up their Effedts 
in time, in order to make the beft they can to 
their Creditors ; which will moft conduce to 
their own Peace, and Credit and Reputation of 
our Chriftian Society. But if any, through 
Ambition, or Defire of Grandeur in the World, 
fhall reduce themfelves to Infolvency, after ha- I 

ving been thus plainly cautioned and dealt with, | 

according to the Nature of the Offence, and 
purfuant to the Advices of this Meeting, in the j 

Years 1728, and 1732, (to which we refer you) 
then .the Society will juftly be clear of Reproach 
^rifing from the Mifconduft of fiich. A Care 
of this Nature we earneftly recommend, not 
only to Monthly and Quarterly Meetings, but 
alfo that Friends in tHeir private Capacity, 
Watch over, Advife, and Caution one another, 
whenever they obferve any real Occafion for it. 'j 
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to he att- K • A nd,* as it hath pleafed the Lord m his groat 
gem in Mercy and Goodnefe, to favour the Faithful a- 
Mcethg^ ^ h ; s people, not only in fuch publick Af- 
femblies as thefe,'. but alio in their fmall retired 
". * . v Meetings- in the Country every where, with' the 
lifting up ojf the Light of his Countenance upon 
them, and" renewing an Inward and Spiritual 
Acquaintance with them,, by which tliey aro 
I greatly encouraged to meet often together ta 

| jthink upon his NaVne, and as he {hall move any 

thereunto, to fpeafc one unto another to their 

I "mutual Edification .add Comfort. ; We take this 

* r Opportunity to. rehewour r former Advices, that 

I V Friends in theirfeveral Counties and Places, be- 

" diligent in c aJ;tendingReligious Meetings for th^ 
Worship pf'God, hot only pn Firft D ays, but 
on other Days of, the Week, and as near as may 
jb'jsat the Time appointed v there being by Ac : 
counts brought* into ' this Meeting, from fome 
Places, a great Negledt in this Refpeft, which 
. wc have, Reafon to balieve i& »'«iv;r.£ to $ being 
over-charged with the Cares of this Life, the 
.Deceitfulnefs pf , Riches, ' and the Love of other 
pTHings, which choaks the good Seed, fo that 
Love to Religion and the Worfhip of God de- 
cays and grows cold* ' 
Concbfan. ' Finally,' 'Brethren, we exhort you, in the 
Words of the Apoftle, to warn them that are 
Unruly* comfort the Feeble-minded^ fupport the 
*JVeak 9 - be Patient towards all Men: .See that" 
. none render Evil for' Evil unto any Man, but 
\ '^jer follow that which is Goody. Bdtb among your 

\ ' felves and to all Men y i Thef. v. 14, 15. 

: Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly-Meetings 

* » * 

• By Edmund Guryev'* 

:Ckrk to the Meeting this Tear % 







